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ciate with the white race, either in social or political rela- | 


tons; and so far inferior, that they had no rights which the 


white man was bound to respect ; and that the negro might || 


ystiy and lawfully be reduced to siavery for his benefit. 
ile was bought and sold, and treated as an ordinary article 
of merchandise aud trafhe, whenever a profit could be made 
py it. ‘This Opinion was at that time fixed and universal 
in the civilized portion of the white race. It was regarded 
ys an axiom in morals, as well as in politics, which no one 
thought of disputing, or supposed to be open to dispute ; 
and men in every grade and position in society daily and 
pabitually acted upon itin their private pursuits, as well as 
jy mattersof public concern, without doubting for a moment 
the correctness of this opinion. 


« And in no nation was this opinion more firmly fixed or || 


more uniformly acted upon than by the English Govern. | 
ment and English people. They not only seized them on 
the coast of Africa, and sold them or held them iu slavery 
for their own use; but they took them as ordinary articles 
of merchandise to every country where they could make a 
profit on them, and were far more extensively engaged in | 
ihis commerce than any other nation in the world. 
« The opinion thus entertained and acted upon in England, 
was naturally impressed upon the colonies they founded on 
this side of the AUlantic. 
African race was regarded by them as an article of property, 
and held and bought and sold as such, in every one of the 
thirteen colonies which united in the Declaration of Inde- | 
pendence, and afterwards formed the Constitution of the | 
United States. The slaves were more or less numerous in | 


the different colonies, as slave labor was found more or less || 


profitable ; but no one seems to have doubted the correctness 
of the prevailing opinion of the time.”? 

Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the honor- 
able Senator, I perceive that he is not through 
with his argument, and not likely to be very soon, 
and yet I suppose he is on a point where it will 
be convenient to stop; and as the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs has ex- | 
pressed a desire to have an executive session to- 
day, I will, if the honorable Senator from New | 


Hampshire has no objection, or if it is perfectly | States and the territory of Texas, which is an | 


convenient to him, move that the Senate proceed | 
to the consideration of executive business. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. | 
After some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 18, 1858. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev..J. R. Ecxarp. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


CHARGES OF CORRUPTION. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER announced that he had ap- | 


rood Messrs. Stanton, Moore, Kunxer of 
ennsylvania, Wricua of Georgia,and Russet, 
aspecial committee to investigate the matter of the 
alleged corruption of members or officers of the 
last Congress, in the disbursement of the item of 
$57,000, charged in the books of Lawrence, Stone 
& Co., of Boston, in connection with the passage 
of the tariff law of 1857. ‘ 


COLUMBIA DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION. 


_ The SPEAKER announced the business first 
in order to be the motion of Mr. Wasusurn, of 
Maine, to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
his introducing the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the use of the old Hall of the House of 
Representatives be allowed, on Friday evening next, to the 
Columbia Institution’ for the instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind, incorporated by Congress at its last 
Session, for an exhibition of the progress made by the pupils 
of that institution. 

_ Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to mod- 

ify the resolution by substituting Thursday in- 

stead of Friday; and I would-say that the Hall has 
een heretofore granted for similar purposes. 

Mr. GRANGER. I hope the House will allow 
me to presenta petition of a very interesting char- 
acter, and to have it referred. I hupe it will be 
allowed to be read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the rules. 

_ Mr. GRANGER. It is very brief'and very 


interesting. I 7 _ and 
will hear it pes nobody will object if they 


Letit goin under 


the rules. 


21 


| 
| 
| 
i| 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Whathas become 
| of the resolution of the gentleman from Maine? 
The SPEAKER. It is pending before the 
| House. 

The question was taken; and there were, ona 
| division, ayes 106, noes 25. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
) and nays. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were not ordered; only six- 
| teen members voting therefor. ; 

So the rules were suspended; and the resolution 
was introduced. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for the 
previous question ou the passage of the resolu- 
; uon. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question ordered. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 


'| resolution on the table. 
And, accordingly, a negro of the || 


The motion was not agreed to. 
| ‘The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution wasadopted, 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table; which latter motion. was agreed to. 


TEXAS BOUNDARY. 
Mr. REAGAN. [ask leave of the House to 


introduce a bill for reference. I desire to state 
that it is a bill providing for the running and mark- 


'| ing of the boundary line between the State of | 
| 


Texas and the territories of the United States. 
There is a boundary of some eight hundred miles 
| in length between the territories of the United 


open boundary. The people of Texas are locating 
} : > a 
| and disputes have arisen among themselves as to 


ritories of the United States. There are other 
|| points of view showing the wecessity for the pas- 
sage of this bill; but I think that this of itself is 
| sufficient to show the great importance of having 
this boundary line run. 

Mr. GROW. ldo not wish to object to the 
bill of the gentleman from ‘Texas; but, if we pur- 


\| introduced. 





man to present bills in this way, we will never 
| get to the regular order of business, and one half 
of the bills cannot be presented. I, therefore, ob- 
|| ject. 

|| Mr. REAGAN. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


|| tion. 
| 


I move to suspend the rules. 

I wish to ask a single ques- 
1 understand that this is a simple proposi- 
tion to introduce a bill for reference to a commit- 
tee? 
|| Mr. REAGAN. It is for reference only. 
|| The Clerk reported the title of the bill as fol- 
lows: 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 


j 





|run and mark the boundary lines between the 
territories of the United States and the State of 
Texas. 





j 


| 





as much necessity. 


able. 
Mr. REAGAN. 
ditional explanation. 


Mr. HARLAN. I object. 


The question was taken; and there were—ayes 


78, noes 71. 


| So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
! 


rules were not suspended. 
BILLS REFERRED. 


M | Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I rise to a question 
Mr. LETCHER. Iobject. Let itgo in under |} of privilege. I desire to call up a motion made by 
me on the 5th of January last, to reconsider the 


their land certificates on the territory of Texas, | 


| whether they may not be encroaching on the ter- | 


sue the regular order of business, every gentle- | 
man who has bills to introduce can have them | 
If we allow one or another gentle- | 


States, in conjunction with the State of Texas, to | T 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I do not know that 
there is any objection to this bill; but I suppose 
there is no reason why the rules should be sus- 
pended for the purpose of allowing it to be intro- 
|| duced. There are hundreds of other bills in the 
|| House, to be introduced, for which there is just 


The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 


lask leave to make one ad- 


vote by which certain bills from the Court of 
Claims were referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lationary Pensions. 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be on 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
Court of Claims bill, No. 44, for the relief of Jane 
Smith, of the county of Clermont, Ohio, was re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
'| sions, 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I have but a word 
|, to say on the subject. I did not understand the 
\| matter at the time these bills were referred, on 
‘| motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
|| Jones,] to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
|| sions, or I should have objected. Under the rules 
| of the House they ought to have been referred to 
| the Committee of Claims. That committee is or- 
|| ganized for the express purpose of examining into 
|| this class of business. It is composed of lawyers, 
|| They have no doubt adopted certain rules by which 
| they will be enabled to give to the reports from the 
| Courtof Claims, the speedy, minute, and thorough 
|| consideration which they aheseve: The rest of the 
|| bills from the Court of Claims have gone to that 
|| committee, and there is no reason why these bills 
|| should not take the usual course. I call for the 
|| previous question. 
| Mr. GREENWOOD. Will the gentleman 
withdraw the call for the previous question to 
allow me to put a question to him? 
|| Mr.SHERMAN, of Ohio. I will for that pur- 

ose. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The gentleman cannot withdraw 
the call for the previous question and still retain 
the floor. The gentleman had concluded his 
|| speech when he called the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not of the 
opinion that it is strictly in order, although it has 
been the practice of the House for gentlemen to 
'| withdraw the call for the previous question to an- 
swer a question which may be propounded. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
| from Ohio had concluded his remarks before he 
'| called for the previous question; and now when 
| he withdraws the call for the previous question, 
| he loses the floor altogether. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. In order to relieve the 
\| Chair from the difficulty created by the question 











|| of order, if the gentleman from Ohio will with- 
| draw the call for the previous question, I will 
|| promise to renew it. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I withdraw the call 
|| for the previous question on condition that the 
| gentleman from Arkansas will renew it before he 
|| takes his seat. 
| Mr.GREENWOOD. I do not desire to inter- 
|| fere with this motion in any shape orany form. | 
|, would inquire of the gentleman from Ohio if there 
|| is not an express rule of the House requiring all 
bills from the Court of Claims to be referred to the 
"| Committee of Claims? 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Such is the fact. 
he 154th rule requires that all these bills shall 
|| be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

‘| Mr. GREENWOOD. That being the case, I 
| think an improper direction has been given to 
'| these bills by the motion of the gentleman from 
'| Tennessee, (Mr, Jones,] and that there can be 
| 


no objection to the motion to reconsider, in order 
that they may have a proper reference. I call for 
the previous question. 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Is it in order to 
submit that motion pending a privileged question ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks itis. A 
motion to suspend the rules would have the effect 
to suspend this rule of privilege, as well as the 
' other rules of the House. 

Mr. COMINS. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will withhold his motion for a sin- 
‘gle moment. The bark Jehu, owned by Daniel 








322 
Draper & Son, of Boston, ts now lying in 
York harbor, waiting 
bill upon the Speaker 
of a register, 
this ume, and passed by unanimous consent. 
Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. 
tion. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


other similar motion to take precedence ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The motion of the gentleman from Ohio is to re- 
consider a vote of the House, and not to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion to go into committee, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


[insist on my mo- 


Is it in order, 
pending one motion to suspend the rules, for an- 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 89, nays 98; as follows: 
Y EAS—Measrs. Adrain, Ahi, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, 


Bishop, Bocock, Branch, Burnett, Caskie, Horace F. Clark, 


Jotin B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cock- 


erill,Corning, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundson, Edie, English, Faulkner, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Goode, Greenwood, 
Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, ‘Thowas L. Harris, Hickman, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, George W. Jones, J. 
Giancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lawrence, 
Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, Samuel 8. Marshall, Millson, 
Montgomery, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, 
Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, Scales, 
Scott, Searing, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Singleton, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, ‘Talbot, 
Miles Taylor, Ward, Warren, Watkins, Whiteley, Worten- 
dyke, Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicof- 


Florence, Foley, 


fer—ee 


\| of the same 


| 


NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Barksdale, Bennett, | 
Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Boyce, Brayton, Buffinton, | 
Burlingame, Burns, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaflee, | 


Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Coifax, Comins, 


Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of | 


jowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, 


Poster, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, Goodwin, Granger, Rob- 
ert B. Hall, Harlan, Latch, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kel- 
logg, Kelsey, Kiigore, Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, 
Uumpliey Marshall, Maynard, Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, 


Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, || 
Ritchie, Robbins, Royce, Sandidge, John Sherman, Robert | 


Sinith, William Smith, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, 
George Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Un- 


| 
| 
| 





| 





| 


derwood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwala- 


der C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wilson, Wood, and Woodson--$8. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

Pending the call of the rol— 

Mr. HICKMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
CnapMan, was confined to his room, and had 
been for a week, by indisposition. 

The motion to lay upon the table was disa- 


greed to; and the question recurred on the mo- | 


tion to reconsider, on which the previous ques- 
tion had been demanded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the vote referring the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions was reconsidered. 

The question recurring upon the motion to re- 
fer to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions— 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, moved that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


cordingly referred to the Committee of Claims. 


son, of the county of Orleans, State of Vermont, 


Pensions. It is a case of exactly the same char- || this course w 


acter as the previous one. 
that this is a matter in which I have no par- 
ticular feeling. There are a great many cases 


of this kind—I forget how many, but I supposea || These widows will 


thousand or so, judging from the report of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, at the present session 


—and the pensions for the time covered by the de- | 
cision of the Court of Claims, involve some two || with giving re 
million dollars. ‘The question invoived is purely | 


a question of pensions, and that of a 


questions of that sort had heretofore gone to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and as 
that committee was organized with a view to the 
invesUgation of such questions, it did seem to me 
that it was the proper and the most appropriate 
committee to investagate the decision which the 
Court of Claims has made. 





| 
| 


| mitted to take the course indicated by the gen- | 


| 


New | 

only for the passage of a 
8 table authorizing the issue 
I hope that bill will be taken up at | 


} 
| 








And, sir, when I made the proposition in the | 


House to change the reference to the Committee 


_'THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


on Revolutionary Pensions from the Committee of | 


Claims, it was unanimously agreed to. Though 
the rule required them to go to the Committee of 
Claims, I supposed that unanimous consent, ora 
suspension of the rules, would leave the House 
free to give them whatever direction they thought 
proper. But, if it is the opinion of the House 
that the Committee of Claims, already, perhaps, 


burdened with the amount of business referred 


to it, shall also be charged with the investiga- 


tion of this subject, I, sir, having, as I said before, | 
no particular feeling on the subject, shall not fur- | 


| ther resist the action of the House upon the ques- 


tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I will not reply to 
the gentleman from Tennessee, but I ask that, by 
general consent, all the bills upon the Calendar, 


| position, may take the same reference. 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
i 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
one ata time. 
The question was then taken upon the motion 


Letus have them 


| toreconsider; and it was decided in the affirmative. | 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, moved that the bill | 


be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question was next stated upon the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill (C. C. 


| No. 46) for the relief of Hannah Weaver, of 


Wayne county, Pennsylvania, was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Lask fora division of the 
question. 

Mr. WARREN. Has the previous question 
been ordered upon the motion to reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. WARREN, I simply desire to say that, 
feeling an interest, as I always do, in widows, I 
hope this motion will not prevail. 


[A message, in writing, from the President of | 

| the United States, was here received, at the hands || 
of James Bucuanan Henny, the President’s Pri: | 

| vate Secretary. ] 


Mr. WARREN. 


I was induced to make the 


remark I did by one which fell from the gentle- | 
man from Tennessee,[Mr.Jonrs.] He said that | 
these claims—I know nothing of their character— | 
| were in favor ofaclass of widows, and I am there- | 


| fore induced to take the same ‘‘ shute’’ that the 


gentleman does in their behalf, because I know he 
has a very high regard for widows, and I know 


|| there is reason why he should appreciate them, || 
as also my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fior- || 


ence.] I hope, therefore, this motion to recon- 
sider will not prevail, but that they will be per- 


| tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. FLorence,] and 


|| the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] who | 


| have a special consideration for widows. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Since the remarks made 


| by the gentleman upon the other side, and since I 
| made the demand fora division of the House, I 


| have changed my opinion, and for the reason 
1} 


| given by the gentleman from Arkansas. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill wasac- || kindly disposed to widows, and especially to 


I am 


en _ widows of revolutionary soldiers; and I am will- 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now call up the || ing to assist them to the extent of my power and 


next motion to reconsider upon the Calendar, || the influence of my vote in this House. I shall 
which is to reconsider a vote by which a bill | 
(C. C. No. 45) for the relief of Lucinda Robin- || bill was referred to the Committee on Revolution- 


4 | ary Pensions, with the view of referring it to the 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary |! Committee of Claims, for the reason that I think 


i} 


' 


now vote to reconsider the vote by which this 


ill best attain the purpose in view. 


1 will merely remark || The Committee of Claims can report at any time, 


while the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
can report only when the committees are called. 
get the earliest hearing by re- 
ferring the bills to the Committee of Claims, and 
therefore 1 am in favor of the motion to recon- 
sider. I desire not to detain the House longer 
asons which influence my action, 


such as those of generosity, humanity, &c., be- | 


; articular |! cause everybody understands that those are the | 
class—the widows of revolutionary soldiers. As || considerations I have in view ine 


it was a question of that character, and as all | in this House. 


verything I do 
{Laughter.] se 


Mr. LETCHER. Here is a committee that is 


| specially charged with the consideration of rev- 


| olutionary claims. 


| 
i 


ject; and if these bills go to that committee, the 
go to a committee already enlightened, and al- 
ready prepared to examine and report upon them 


n° 2 1 
character, and standing in the same || 


It is their duty to be familiar | 
, with all bills passed in connection with that sub- 





January 18, 
atanearly day. The proposition now is to take 
them away from that committee, and refer them 
to the Committee of Claims—a committee which 


_ has never had anything to do with revolutionar 


claims, and are not familiar with the law. You 
are undertaking to refer these bills to a commit. 


| tee ignorant upon the subject, and already bur- 
_ dened with business. If these bills go there, 1) 

| committee will be required to inform themselves 
upon a branch of business which has never beep 


| referred to it. 


Now, I have no feeling on the subject. | care 
nothing about it, further than that I desire to see 
all these references made to the appropriate com. 
mittees; and it strikes me that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions is the appropriate com. 
mittee to which to refer all such bills as these 
But the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fyop. 
ENCE,] who seems very much interested by pro. 
fession in widows, and certainly very little inter. 


_ ested by practice, undertakes to tell you that he 


| desires to have the bills referred to the Commit. 


tee of Claims, because that committee can report 
atany tine. Now, the mereneny for the relief 
of these widows is so great, that I imagine, if tho 
legislation is made upon the same principle on 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania acts 
there would be no difficulty in having a report 
submitted at any time. e says he legislates 
upon the ssinbinles of humanity, and not upon 
principles of law. Now, sir, I propose to con. 
form to the law; and if there is a majority of hu. 
mane men in the House, so far as widows are 
concerned, there can be no difficulty about it, | 


|| hope, therefore, that, as this bill is filly referred 
now, it will be let alone; and that the committee 


] 


| 





which already have charge of it will be allowed 
to continue in charge of it. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Ihave but a word 
to say in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, 
I do not propose to prolong this discussion. The 
question involved in these claims is simply and 
purely a legal one—one of the construction of a 
statute. By the rules of the House, and by the 
law, the Committee of Claims is designated to 
examine all these claims which have been decided 
upon by the Court of Claims. The House has, 
on motion of the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, transferred a particular class of claims, 
set up by widows, from the Committee of Claims 


| to another committee, that scarcely ever meets, 


and probably will not consider them. You have 
transferred them from the committee that has been 
organized and designated by the House to exan- 
ine cases coming from the Court of Claims. 
Now, sir, 1 desire, if it be in order, to move to 
suspend the rules, so that the question may be 
taken at once upon reconsidering the reference of 


| all these bills. 








The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that would 
hardly be in otder. The bills must be disposed 
of separately, according to the usage of the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Then I call the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered; and, under the oper- 
ation thereof, the vote by which the bill was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revglutionary Pen- 
sions was reconsidered. 

Mr. WARREN. Would it be in order now to 
move to refer the bill to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, in order to give my friend from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Frorence,} who is a member of 
that committee, charge of the widows? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. The rulesre- 
quire that these bills should be sent to the Com- 
mittee of Claims; and they must take that refer- 
ence, unless, by the unanimous consent of the 
House, they receive a different reference. It was 
in that way that this bill was originally sent to 
the Committte on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. WARREN. Well, let it go. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. : 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope that by unanimous con- 
sent all these bills will be disposed of at once. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] objected to that. 

The vojes. referring the following bills to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions were the! 
severally reconsidered, and the bills were referred 
to the Committee of Claims: : 

A bill (C. C. No. 48) for the relief of Mary 
Burt, Sciota county, Ohio; 
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to take i a Vt H et = wee serraiee hedion mene ow. os 
r them Stevens, of Van Buren county, Michigan; | to a pension from the 4th of March, 1831, if her H} penelon Gee, Seer akertoved ne art oer 
Which A bill (C. C. No. 50) for the relief of Marcy || husband had died prior to that time, or, if not, |) wii ever pray. MANY WIDOWS. 
onary Armstrong, of Gloucester county, Rhode Island; || She was entitled to it from the time he might die, | New York, December 95, 1857. 

You “A bill (C. C. No. 51) for the relief of Nancy } subsequent to the 4th of March, 1831, as longas || Mr. FLORENCE. I do not desire to occu y 
ommit. Madison, of Fairfield county, Ohio; | she lived. When he died in 1854, she, on her ap- || the floor any longer. The petition speaks for 
ly bur. "4 bill (C. C. No. 52) for the relief of Anna || plication, was placed on the pension roll, at the | itself. 
re, the Parrott, of Clinton county, Ohio; ! \| full rate of ninety-six dollars a year, which her | Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, called for the pre- 
nselveg A bill (C. C. No. 53) for the relief of Marga- || husband had been receiving from the 4th of March, || vious question. 

r been ret Taylor, of Putnam county, Tennessee; sachet 1831. She is now receiving it, and is entitled to The call for the previous question was seconded, 
A bill (C. C. No. 54) for the relief of Lavina || it for the balance of her life or widowhood. And |} and the main question was ordered to be put. 
I care Tepton, of White county, Tennessee; mei yet, one of these circulars was sent to her, that ] The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
tO see A bill (C. C. No. 55) for the relief of Lucretia || the Representative of her district might beapplied || The bill was then, on motion of Mr. SHER- 
€ com. Wilcox, of Wayne county, Michigan; || to and enlisted in this matter. || MAN, of Ohio, referred to the Committee of 
ttee on A bill (C. C. No. 56) for the relief of Mary || Now, what 1 want isa provision inserted in the || Claims. 
1 Se Robbins, of Westmoreland county, Pennsylva- } bet Shot aoe rhe sepered Sowrses Comment of che Gb vee weed 

ese, ia; an , to the effect | e pension agents may | ) * > 
Fon. = bill (C. C. No. 57) for the relief of Tempy | pay these widows at their halen the alee: HW. Mr. TAY LOR, of New York. Task the papa: 
Y pro- Connelly, of Johnson county, Kentucky. _ | tion of their certificate and proof of identity, as | Pact CONSER, OF F0 House to offer the following 
inter. The question was next stated on the motion to | they make each semi-annual payment now. My can pe a . al 
hat he reconsider the vote by which a bill (C, C. No. || object is, that they may not have to be brought cindine ot the Gone Ur New York, #or the Maneaaane - 
m mit. 58) for the relief of Rosamond Robinson, of Bel- | back to the Pension Office, to pass through one of || bits: and that each member be permittedto pesatecnt by 
report knap county, New Hampshire, was referred t | the agencies of this city, or somewhere else. The || motion for leave, without debate, as many bills as he desires, 
relief the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. || five years’ pay amounts, in some cases, to only || for reference only, and such resolutiuns as may not be obs 
rif the Mr. GREEN WOOD. I do not rise for the pur- 1 $100—twenty dollars a year—the husband having | jected to. we . : 
ple on nose of saying anything in particular in regard to || served six months; or perhaps to $500; or, if the | Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I object. 
acts, the reference of this bill. I advocated the recon- ! husband was an officer, $2,000 or more. These || These propositions only retard instead of helping 
report sideration of the reference of these billsthis morn- || agents getting the certificates on their application, || along the business of the House. 
islates ing, for the reason that the rules require that the || will obtain, without rendering any important ser- | Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I move to sus- 
L upon Committee of Claims shall consider all such bills. || vice, one fifth, one half, or other a proportion pend the rules for the purpose | have indicated. 

0 con- it mizht he concluded, from the course I pursued, || of these five years’ pension, or whatever pension || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Ifa bill were re- 
of hu. that | was in favor of the construction which the || they may claim. || ceived under that resolution, would it bein order 
rS are Court of Claims have given to the pension laws. || My own opinion is, that the decision of the || t0 entertain a motion to reconsider, and thus bring 
it, | | differ with the court in that construction. I ex- || courtis wrong. I think that they have confounded that bill back and put it on its passage. 
ferred pect to vote against all these bills if the Committee || mannerand time together. The act to which they | The SPEAKER. The Chair does not like to 
Mittee of Claims should report them back; and I hope || have given this construction fixes two things cer- anticipate the action of the House. 
lowed that before the session closes I shall be able toget || tain and definite. The one is the time when the Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 should like to 
a vote upon my bill abolishing the court, and ap- || pension is to commence; the other is as to the | have the matter understood before I vote on the 

Word propriating the $35,000, now required to keep itin || time or date of marriage. The act does not re- | resolution. 
einia as ne : bad painat || quire anv particular time for tl arriage to } The SPEAKER. If the answer of the Chair 
e'nia, operation, to the payment of just claims against || quire any particular time for the marriage to have , m P 

The the Government. || taken place; but if the applicant be the widow of || °° material, he will state that he would be bound 
y and The motion to reconsider was agreed to. a revolutionary soldier, she is entitled toa pen- || t0 entertain the motion to reconsider, 
lofa Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the || sion under this law, without regard to the date of | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘Then lL am bound 
y the House will instruct the committee, or, if they do 1 the marriage. All other pension laws, giving pen- ! to object; for under the resolution, all the bills and 
ed to not do so, that the committee will, if they come || sions to widows, specify in the body of the act | resolutions introduced may be brought back by 
cided to the conclusion to report favorably upon these || when the pension provided for thereii shall com- || MOUONS to reconsider, and thus take up the re- 
> has, eases, prepare and report a general bill covering || mence, except this one, on which these bills are-|| ™#inder of the session without any of them ever 
Ten- them all, so as to save the necessity of passing a || founded; and, in my opinion, this one, specifying | having been investigated by any committee, or 
alms, separate billineach individual case. [ hope, also, || no time, should and can only take effect from the | reported back regularly for the action of, the 
laims that if the committee come to the conclusion to re- || time it was approved and became a law. || House. If it be understood that neither the bills 
reets, port favorably on these cases and to sustain the || But if it be the intention of Congress to recog- |} MOF the resolutions introduced under this resolus 
‘have construction of the Court of Claims, they will, in || nize the opinion given by this board of claims, || 40 shall be brought back by reconsideration, I 
been the general bill which they may report, make a || and to provide for the payment of these cases, let shall not object to it; otherwise I shall object. 
Xan- provision requiring the different pension agents || us pass a law covering all these cases, and incor- | Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Laccept,as a 
employed throughout the country to pay these || porate in it a provision that the Commissioner of modification of my resolution, that the bills and 
ve to pensions to the widows upon proof of identity, || Pensions shall issue his instructions to the agents resolutions introduced under it shall not be brought 
uy be without their coming back here and making ap- || for paying pensions, that they shall pay the | back b meHong to reconsider. j 
ce ol plication for another certificate. || amount to the widow, on proof of identity. || Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. rise to a question || Mr. FLORENCE. There is another question | say that I object to the motion of the gentleman, 
rould of order. I desire to know whether the gentle- || immediately connected with this subject, which | because his resolution takes from the House the 
vosed man is in order in proposing to instruct a com- || I think it would be well enough for the Committee privilege of doing what we have a right by the 
use. mittee in general terms in this way, on a simple || of Claims to consider. ‘There are many of these rules this day to do, and this day only. 

: pre- reference of a bill to such committee? The ques- || widows of revolutionary soldiers who, to provide Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. If understand 
tion is the reference of a particular bill to the || themselves with the means of livelihood, have the language of the resolution it does not do so. 
| the Committee of Claims. || intermarried with some other persons. If I un- || It barely provides that the States and Territories 
per -TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks the mo- || derstand the law, these women are deprived of || Shall be called in their order, beginning with New 
8 Te- tion to refer opens the merits of the question. || the advantages of their pensions under it. I have || York, excluding the right to move to reconsider, 
Pen- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes; and if there || received an argument bearing on the case, and as | Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a question of order. 
was any doubt about that, 1 could move to print || it is couched in better language perhaps than | | Lask whether this resolution does not conflict with 
Ww to it, and that would open the whole question. could put it in, I will send it to the Clerk’s desk, || 9¢ of the rufes of the House; and if so, whether 
valid Now, sir, who was it that got up these claims? || to be read as part of my speech. it must not lay over for consideration ? 
enn- Who was it that brought them here to Congress || It was read as follows: The SPEAKER. The gentleman moves to 
er of after the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secre- If woman is the equal half, and better half of man, suspend that and all other rules, 
tary of the Interior had given a construction to || And even ever so to be, in Jehovah’s righteous plan ; Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, I would appeal to 
S re- this act, that the pension should commence from || Ever and forever more his comfort and delight, _ the House to let us have an opportunity to intro- 
yom- the day when the act was approved? It was, as | Then, O freemen of America, let her enjoy her right! duce bills of interest to our constituents, of which 
efer- I understand, the agents for the prosecution of || To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives || Previous notice has been given. I have some bills 
the claims in this eit. hey gotup that schemeand | °f the United States of America in Congress assembled: || which I wish to get in, : 
was applied to those who, they supposed, were appli- | We, your petftioners, respectfully ask leave to represent, : Mr. BURNETT. I do not want the discus- 
it to cants for payment under this law, to get them to || at aecording to our best understanding of human rights, || sion to proceed when it is clearly out of order. 
induce their Representatives here, the members ' Se Ne the rights of widows The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. — 
: . sees oon sk ve i in the service of the Gov- : ‘8 hirds having 
of Congress from their particular districts, to give 1 ernment of these United States. The rules were suspended, two thirds 6 
e of to the act a retrospective operation. When the i Wherefore, we, in human benevolence, as also in justice, |, voted therefor. 
law of 3d of February, 1853, was passed, the pen- || ask your honorable bodies to repeal that unjust clause in | The resolution was adopted. 
n- sio : '| the Navy pension act which prohibits the marriage of a Mr. TAYLOR, of New York moved to re- 
P hs were allowed so quickly that there was not 1 widow, entitled by said act to a pension, except at the sac- , . : : 
» enough to pay the agents’ fees for prosecuting the | rifice and entire loss of her pension whenever she contracts || Consider the vote by which the resolution was 
en- claims. hese agents, sir, not on y sent theircir- || another marriage. There are poor widows of thisclass who || adopted; and also moved that the motion to re- 
culars to those who are applicants, but they have | have souls and hearts to love and desire to be honorably uni- || consider be laid upon the table. 
the sent th ? ‘ | ted in the holy bonds of marriage with some congenial soul The latter motion was agreed to. 
em to those who have no pretense or claim || of the opposite sex; but this unjust clause debars such unions AEE - 
: ; . : ‘he SPEAKER stated that under the order 
then under thisact. Isaw one just before I left home; || except at the sacrifice of their means of a physical main- || . The SPE 
cred it was shown.to me by the sonof a widow, whose \ tenance! just made bills and resolutions were in order from 
usband had been pensioned under the act of 7th i _ Now, this free peop!e—this free United States of Amer- || the State of New York. 
lary ica, the wealthiest nation on the face of the earth, ought not SODUS HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


of June, 1832, and who was entitled to a full pen- | 
sion. The marriage took place before the last | 


to allow, wé opine, such an unjust clause, as the above 
named, to longer remain in said pension act. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced the following bills; 











oe 


—_—— 


which were severally read a first and second time, last session of Congress, have leave to withdraw her peti- 
| tion and accompanying papers from the files of the House. 


and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill for the improvement of Sodus harbor, 
Wayne county, New York; and 

A bill for the improvement of Sodus harbor, 
Cayuga county, New York. 


PATENT LAW. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, introduced a 
bill to promote the progress of the useful arts, to 
regulate the granting of patents for inventions, 
and to repeal all acts and parts of acts heretofore 
wade for that purpose; which was read a first and 
second time by its title. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I move thatthe 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


THE CONGR 


|| to anybody else. 
Mr. FLORENCE. The practice has been to || 


| 


bill be referred to the Committee on Patents and || 


the Patent Office, and ordered to be printed. | 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be ordered to be 
printed under the order of the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I should like, 
if it were within the province of the House, to 
have the bill printed; and for this reason 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, un- 
less by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TAYAZOR, of New York. I should like to 
give my reason for asking that this bill be printed. 

Mr, BURNETT. I object. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office. 


POST OFFICE FOR BROOKLYN. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I submit the 


fullowing resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 





| 


Post Koads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


erecting & post office in the city of Brooklyn, in New York ; 
and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BURNETT. Is the resolution amendable? | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to say-—— 

Mr. BURNETT. Ihave not yielded the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I object. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I move tosus- | 
pend the rules for the introduction of this resoli- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain | 
the motion until the order of the House has been 
executed. 


ST. CLAIR FLATS. 1} 
Mr. HATCH introduced a bill making an ap- | 


propriation for continuing the improvement of the || 


\| and second time, and referred to the Committee 


channel of the St. Clair Flats, in the State of Mich- 
igan; which was read a first and second time, and 





referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT BUFFALO. | 


| 


| 


which were severally read a first and second time, 
/ and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary || 
|, Pensions: 
A bill for the relief of the children of James || 


| 
} 


Mr. HATCH also introduced a bill to authorize || 


the construction of a newcustom-house at Buffalo, 
New York, and changing the uses of a portion of | 
the building now constructing in that city; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred to | 
the Committee on Commerce. 


IMPROVEMENT OF BUFFALO HARBOR. 
Mr. HATCH also introduced a bill for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Buffalo, New York; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


Mr. KELLY introduced a bill ta,secure home- 
steads to actual settlers upon the public domain; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. COBB. That subject has been referred to | 
the Committee on Public inde. We have it now | 
before us, and that bil! ought to go to our com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. 


In the opinion of the Chair, 


rather too late. 





| 
the gentleman from Alabama made his point || 


| Institute is one of great importance. 


| Shall be printed and referred to the Committee on 


Mr. COBB. I hallooed at the time with all my || 


voice, 1] 


The SPEAKER. 
fortune that the Chair did not hear him. 


HARBOR OF CHARLOTTE. 


Tt is the gentleman’s mis- || 


|| approved March 3d, 1855; which was read a first 
| and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Mr. ANDREWS introduced a bill for the im- |, Military Affairs. 


provement of the harbor of Charlotte, at the || 
mouth of the Genesee river, New York; which || 


was read a first and second time, and referred to 


MRS. POST. 
_ Mr. ANDREWS offered the following resolu- 
tion: 
Resolved, That Mrs. Post, applicant for a pension at the | 


i] 

> j 

the Committee on Commerce. | 
it 


| the last session of Congress, have leave to withdraw her 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 











Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
Mr. ANDREWS. [hope the gentleman will not 
object. This lady presented a petition to the last | 
Congress for a pension, on which there was no 
action, and no report made. 


her in legal or other proceedings, and of no value | 


leave copies of papers on file; and if copies of | 
those papersso valuable are left, so that no change | 
can be made in the character of the claim, I have 
no objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
Copies can be taken. a 

Mr. ANDREWS. I beg to say to the gentle- 
man from Virginia that this is a very important 
matter to this lady in some legal proceedings, and 
I hope the gentleman will not be so ungallant as 
to object. Copies can be left with the Clerk. One 
paper is a marriage certificate, a copy of which 
will not answer the purpose. 


I want the original saved. 





Mr. LETCHER. Then it must bea matter of || 


record somewhere. 
Mr. ANDREWS. Not in our State. A re- 
fusal may do great injustice to the applicant. 
The resolution was then modified, so as to read 
as follows: 
Resolved, That Mrs. Post, an applicant for a pension at 





tition and accompanying papers from the files of this 
louse, provided copies are left on file. 


The resolution, as thus modified, was adopted. 


JAMES KIPP AND JOSHUA LELAND. 1 


Mr. GOODWIN introduced the following bills; | 


Kipp, a revolutionary soldier; and 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Le- 
land, a revolutionary soldier. 


RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPHTO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill to establish 


a communication by railroad and telegraph be- 
tween the Atlantic States and California, for post- 
al and military purposes; which was read a first 





on Public Lands. 


ENOCH B. TALLCOT. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE introduced a bill for 
the relief of Enoch B. Tallcot, late collector of 
customs at Oswego, New York; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I have a me- 


morial and petition which I desire to refer, and I 
offer the following resolution in connection there- 
with: 

Resolved, That the memorial and petition of the National 
Institute for the Promotion of Science, be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings. 

I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, in connection with 
that resolution, that the memorial of the National 
That insti- 
tute nas a large collection of natural history and 
other curiosities; but they have no place whatever 
in which to keep it. I desire that the memorial 


Public Buildings, in order that that committee 
may provide a suitable place for that collection. 


AMENDMENT OF BOUNTY LAND LAW. 


Mr. CLA WSON introduced a bill to amend an 
act in addition to certain acts granting bounty land 
to certain officers and soldiers who cues been en- 
gaged in the military service of the United States, 





POST OFFICE AT JERSEY CITY. 
Mr. WORTENDYKE. I offer the following | 
resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


erecting a post office at Jersey City, in the State of New 
Jersey, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object to that. 





Among the papers 1] 
there are some documents of great importance to || 


a 


January 18, 


{| HALF PAY TO WIDOWS. 


| Mr. FLORENCE introduced a bill to 
| five years half pay to certain widows 
phans; which was read a firstand second tj 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


_Mr. FLORENCE also introduced a bill to pro. 
vide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of 
claims of American citizens for spoliations com- 
mitted by the French prior to the 31st of July 
1801; which was read a first and second time, aid 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


WHITEMARSH B. SEABROOK AND OTHERS. 


| Mr. DEWART introduced a bill to amend ap 

act for the relief of Whitemarsh B. Seabrook and 
others; which was read a first and second time 
and referred to th: Committee on Military Affairs, 


INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, introduced q 
bill to provide for an international copyright: 
which was read a first and second time, and re. 
ferred to the joint Committee on the Library, 


HARBORS IN THE DELAWARE, 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, offered the fo}. 
lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com. 
| municate to the House of Representatives, estimates based 
| upon such information as may be in the possession of, of 

can be obtained by the Department, of the amount neees. 
| sary to complete the improvement of the harbors at Reedy 
| Island, Chester, and New Castle, Delaware river. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


Mr. DICK introduced a bill to divide the State 
of ener into three judicial districts; which 
| was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


HARBOR OF ERIE. 


Mr. DICK also introduced a bill, making an 
appropriation for continuing the improvement of 
| the harbor of Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania; 
which was read a first and second time, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


Mr. COVODE. I offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
| structed to report a bill for the protection of the revenues, 
| to prevent frauds in their collection, by home valuation, 
cash duties, and that the same be specific on iron and such 
| Other articles as is practicable. 


| Mr. LETCHER. I object to that resolution. 


SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. GROW introduced a bill to prevent the fu- 
| ture sale of the public lands, under the procla- 

mation of the President, until the same shall have 
| been surveyed for at least fifteen years; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
Mr. GROW. I offer the following resolution: 


' 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
| cate to the House copies of all instructions by himself or 
any head of Department to the Governor or other execu- 
tive officer in the Territory of Kansas, and all correspond- 
ence with the same, together with a copy of the executive 
| minutes of said Territory, not already communicated to 
the House. Also, a copy of the constitution formed at Le 
compton, together with a copy of the census and returm of 
the votes in the election of delegates to said convention, 
and the returns of the election held in said Territory on 
the 2ist of December last, and 4th of January instant, with 
| the number of votes then polled, respectively, in each elec- 
| tion are in said Territory, and copies of any other of- 
ficial papers in possession of the Secretary of State relative 
to Kansas affairs, not already communicated to Congress. 


Mr. QUITMAN objected to the resolution. 
LOUISA BRINKER. 


| Mr. PURVIANCE introduced a bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Louisa Brinker; which was read 4 
| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
| 


continues 
and Or- 
me, and 
Sl0ns, 


| 





|| WITNESSES IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 


| Mr. FLORENCE asked and obtained leave to 
‘introduce the following resolution; which was 
| read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the, Committee on the Judiciary be re- 
quested to inquire into the propriety of making provision 
| for witnesses in the courts of the United States, so that they 
| may uot be compelled to suffer imprisonment when unable 


' to give recognizance to appear. 
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DELAWARE BREAKWATER. 


Mr. WHITELEY introduced a bill to provide 
for the continuance of the Delaware breakwater 
as acoast harbor of refuge; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


REPORT ON AGRICULTURE. 
Mr. WHITELEY asked leave to introduce the 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the mem- 
hers of the House, one hundred thousand extra copies of 
the report of the Commissioner of Patents on agriculture, | 
for the year 1856, together with the plates; of which num- | 
ber, six thousand copies shall be for the use of the Patent 


Office. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 


| 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. | 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland, offered the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That Robert C. Wright, the husband of the only | 
surviving daughter and heir of the memorialist, have leave 
to withdraw the papers in the case of Samuel ". Anderson, | 
in order that the application may be filed before the Court 
of Claims, copies Of the same being retained in the Clerk’s 
office. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to have that | 
resolution amended so that the Clerk of the House 
may transfer the papers to the Secretary of the 
Court of Claims, instead of letting them be with- 
drawn by the memorialist. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. It is discre- 
tionary with the representatives of the memorial- | 
ist whether they will make an application to the | 
Court of Claims. This is a mere proposition to | 
withdraw papers, and they can dispose of them 
afterward as they may deem proper. It is pro- 
vided in the resolution that copies be retained. 
The representatives may not think proper to make | 
the application. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well; but if they do | 
think proper to make it, I want to have the papers 
regularly transferred, and copies left here. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I have no t 
objection to the modification. 

The resolution, as modified by Mr. Letcuen, | 
was adopted. 


STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. 


Mr. CLEMENS offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: | 
Whereas, great difficulty has been experienced in prose- 
cutions for depredations on the mails and for oiher offenses 
against the laws of the United States, by reason of the short | 
period now established by law within which they can be 

punished: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
thirty-second section of the act of April 30, 1790, entitled 
“Anact for the punishment of certain crimes against the 
United States,”? so as to extend the period within which an 
indictment can be found for offenses not capital, from two 
to five years. 


OMISSION IN AN ENROLLMENT. 


| 

Mr. FAULKNER asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the consideration of the | 
bill to correct an omission in the enrollment of an act of the 
last session, and that the same be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. STANTON. I should like to know the 
occasion for that resolution. That bill has been 
considered in the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the stateof the Union. I should like to know the 
reason for its transfer to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The bill has been before 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and that com- 
mittee authorized me to report it to the House. 
It was so reported, and referred to the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; but it | 
being a bill making an appropriation, I thought | 
it advisable to have it taken from the Committee | 

| 








of the Whole on the state of the Union, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I do not 
understand sar the bill is to take that direction. | 
sae SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object | 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Yes, sir; I | 


object to it, 


BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 


Mr. LETCHER introduced a bill to establish 
& branch of the Mint of the United States at the 
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city of New York; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. GOODE offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be prepared, for the use of this House, 
a tabular statement, exhibiting— 

1. The area of each State and Territory of the United 
States, expressed in square miles and acres, classifying the 
States so as to present the land States in a separate table. 

2. The extent of the public domain remaining in each 
State, expressed in acres. 

3. The extent of the public domain alienated by the Gov- 


| ernment of the United States in each State and Territory ; 


distinguishing between that sold for valuable consideration, 


|| and that given, granted, ceded, or conveyed for the purposes 


of education, public buildings, internal improvements, and 
miscellaneous objects. 

4. The aggregate sum received by the Government on ac- 
count of the sale of the public lands. 

5. The aggregate sum paid on account of the debt of the 
Revolution. 

6. The sums paid to foreign Governments on account of 
the purchase of public lands, and to the several States as a 
consideration for the deeds of cession ; and on account of 
the Yazoo claim, and in extinguishment of Indian titles; 
also, the aggregate expense of collecting the proceeds of the 


sales of the public lands; also, the aggregate cost of survey- | 


ing the public lands. 

7. The present annual expense of the Indian bureau ; 
also, the Land bureau; comprehending the officers at the 
seat of Government and in the States and Territories. 

8. The number of acres conveyed to the Territories, under 


|| the provisions of the laws organizing the territorial govern- 
ments, and the number of acres conveyed to the States on | 


account of the terms, and by the provisions of the acts of 
Congress admitting new States into the Confederacy. 

9. The number of acres granted to the States and com- 
panies, in alternate sections, for the construction of rail- 
roads; and the sums of money received by the Government 
from the sales of the reserved alternate sections; also, the 
number of acres now held by the Government in the re- 
served alternate sections. 

Mr. SEWARD. I should like to know how 
much it will cost to get that information ready, 
and how much it will cost to have it printed ? 

Several MemBers. It is very important that 
we should have it. 

The resolution was adopted. 


NAVAL BOARD, ETC. 
_ Mr. BOCOCK submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That Senate resolution No. 3, and also Senate 
resolution No. 4, be taken from the Speaker’s table and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


The resolutions were taken from the Speaker’s 
table, read severally a first and second time by | 
their titles, as follows, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Naval Affairs: 

A resolution (S. No. 3) to extend and define 
the authority of the President, under the act ap- 
proved January 16, 1857, entitled ** An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act to promote the 


efficiency of the Navy in respect to dropped and | 


retired officers.’ ”’ 


A resolution (S. No. 4) to extend the opera- 
tion of the act approved January 16, 1857, entitled 
‘** An act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act to pro- 
mote the efficiency of the Navy.’ ”’ 


COLONIZATION MEETING. 
Mr. SMITTII, of Virginia, asked the unanimous 


consent of the House to submit the following res- | 


olution: 


Resolved, That the Colonization Society be allowed the 
use of the old Hall of the House of Representatives on the 
19th instant. 


Mr. KEITT objected. 
POST ROUTE AGENTS. 


Mr. HOPKINS submitted the following res- 


olution; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill to increase and equalize the compensation 


CORRECTION OF AN OMISSION. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I offermy resolution again. 
|| L understand that the gentleman who made ob- 
|| jection will withdraw it. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

| Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the atate 
of the Union be discharged from the consideration of the 

| bill to correct an omission in the enrollment of an act of 

| the last session, apd that the same be referred to the Com- 

| mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr.STANTON. Ido not understand what is 

|| to be gained by the gentleman’s proposition, and 

'| therefore object to it. 


| BOUNTY LANDS. 
Mr. WINSLOW submitted the following res- 
|| olution; which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
bounty land acts as to allow the widow or surviving chil- 
dren or heirs-at-law of applicants for bounty land who have 
| died before receiving certificates entitling them to such 
| bounty land, in all cases where the proof was made perfect 
before the applicants died, and the warrants not issued in 
consequence of delay in the Pension Office, to receive such 
warrants as if no delay had occurred; and that they report 
by bill or otherwise. 


1} NATIONAL FOUNDERY. 

Mr. BRANCH introduced a joint resolution to 
| establish a national foundery in Deep river valley, 
; North Carolina; which was read a first and sec- 
|| ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
'| tee on Military Affairs. 


| MAP OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. BRANCH submitted the following reso- 


| lution: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
| into the expediency of repealing the resolution passed on 





the 4th of May, 1848, directing the Clerk to procure a map 
of the public lands in each State, and directing that said 
maps be revised and extended after each session of Con- 
gress. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, objected. 


ABOLITION OF PRIVATEERING, ETC. 


| 
| Mr. KEITT offered the following resolution; 
|| which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompatible with the public interest, to fur- 
{| nish the House with a copy of all correspondence not yet 
|| published, between the United States and the Goyernment 
|| of France, including that of our Minister at the Court of 
|| France, upon the subject of the abolition of privateering, 
|| and the exemption of private property from capture upou 
the high seas. 


COAST SURVEY REPORT. 
Mr. MILES asked the consent of the House to 
offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That nine thousand copies of the Const Survey 


report be printed for the use of this House, and for distribu- 
tion by the Coast Survey office. 


Mr. BURROUGHS objected. 
NAVAL DEPOT AT BLYTHE ISLAND, ETC. 


Mr. SEWARD introduced a bill to amend an 
act authorizing the establishment of a navy depot 
on Blythe Island, at Brunswick, on the coast of 
Georgia, and for other purposes, approved Janu- 
ary 28, 1857, and to make further appropria- 
tions to prosecute said object, and make such im- 
|| provements as are necessary for the repair and 
|| construction of vessels of war; which was rend a 
firstand second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a bill to provide for the erection and con- 
struction of suitable fortifications for the protec- 
tion of the harbor of Brunswick, and to appro- 
| priate money therefor; which was read a first and 
| 
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second time, and referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 
| NEW POST ROUTES IN GEORGIA. 


of route agents in the service of the Post Office Depart- | 


ment. 
CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the consent 
of the House to submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the velect committee to investigate and 


report upon the cost of the public printing, &c., and the 
changes in the laws now regulating the same, be authorized 


to employ a clerk at a compensation not exceeding four 


dollars per day. 


Mr. HOUSTON, Is that resolution debatable? 

The SERARER. The Chair thinksit is not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to it, because I want 
the report of that committee. I supposed we 
would have had it before now. 


| 
| 


| 
| 








Mr. GARTRELL introduced a bili to establish 
certain post routes in the State of Georgia; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
BOUNTY LAND TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 

Mr. TRIPP introduced a bill to add a section 
to the act entitled ‘* An act in addition to certain 
acts granting bounty lands to certain officers and 
soldiers who have been engaged in the militar 
service of the United States,’’ approved May 14, 
1856; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


MAPS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. CRAWFORD introduced the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Laudg inquire 
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into the expediency of repealing the resolution passed on the 
4th of May, 1848, directing the Clerk to procure a map of the 
public lands in each State, and directing that said maps be 
revised and extended alter each session of Congress. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. If the gentleman 
will modify that resolution by inserting after the 
word ** repealing’’ the words ** or modifying,”’ I 
will not object to it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD, Taccept the modification. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

MONTGOMERY A PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. DOWDELL introduced a bill to constitute 
Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, a port of 
delivery; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Commitice on Commerce. 

BOUNTIES ON COD FISHERIES. 

Mr. CURRY introduced a bill repealing all 
Jaws, or parts of laws, allowing bounties to ves- 
seis employed in the bank or other cod fisheries; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD, ETC. 

Mr. COBB asked the consent of the House to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of the construction 


of a Pacific railroad, or roads, tor military purposes, and re- 
port to the House by bill, or otherwise. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, objected. 
GRANT OF LAND TO THE STATES. 


Mr. COBB introduced a bill to grant to the State | 


of Alabama, and other States having public lands 
therein, the unsold and unappropriated public 
Jands which have been in market for thirty years 
and upwards, for the purposes of education and 
internal improvements. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether there are any public lands in Al- 
abama ? 


Mr. COBB. There are some vacant lands, and | 


we want them. 
The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


ALABAMA LAND DISTRICTS. 


MraMOORE introduced a bill to transfer the 
county of Perry, in the State of Alabama, to the 
‘Tuscaloosa land district; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

PRICE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. SINGLETON offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
making the reserved sections of the public lands under rail- 
read grants, subject to entry by actual settlers, upon the 
same conditions that other lands of the same quality; and 
that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


THE NEUTRALITY LAWS. 

Mr. QUITMAN introduced a bill to repeal 
certain sections of the act passed April 20, 1818, 
commonly called the neutrality law, and to modify 

_other sections thereof; which was read a first and 
seeond time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

NAVAL DEPOT AT SHIP ISLAND. 
Mr. QUITMAN offered the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
etructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
emavy-yard and naval depot at or near Ship Island, in the 
State of Mississippi; and to report thereon by bill or other- 
wise. 
CHILDREN OF JOHN NEAL. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, introduced a bill 
for the relief of the surviving children of John 
Neal, deceased; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 


UNOCCUPIED LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. DAVIDSON introduced a bill entitled 
**An act surrendering to the State of Louisiana the 
unoccupied public lands imsaid State, for the pur- 
pose of public education;”’ which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


HEIRS OF WILLIAM CONWAY. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, introduced a bill 
to revive an act entitled “* An act for the relief of 
the heirs or legal representatives of William Con- 
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| time, and referred to the Committee on Private | 
|| Land Claims. 


UNITED STATES-COURTS IN LOUISIANA. 


the district court of the United States within the 
western district of Louisiana; which was read a | 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. - 


ATCHAFALAYA BAY. 


a bill providing for the survey of Atchafalaya bay || 


and approaches; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


STEAMBOAT PASSENGER BILL. — 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I do not know 
| whether I can accomplish the object I have in 


now acting. A bill was reported, some days since, 
| from the Committee on Commerce for the better 


gers. The consideration of that bill has been 


I wish to have received and printed, in order that 
it may be before the House when the bill comes 
up. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should pre- 
fer that the gentleman’s bill should be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TAYLOR. That will be perfectly satis- 
factory me. 

Mr. LETCHER. The Committee on Com- 
merce have not charge of the subject. They have | 
reported upon it to the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the bill to | 
which the gentleman desires fo offer an amend- | 
ment is not in Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, but has been postponed toa 
day certain. I suppose that, with the consent of" 
the House, the gentleman’s amendment can be | 
printed and postponed to the same day to which | 
the bill has been postponed. 





the amendment should go to the Committee on 
Commerce, who have had the whole subject under | 
consideration. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman will perceive 
|| that if the amendment be referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Commerce, that committee may not be 
able to report it back in time for it to be acted on 
| when the bill comes up. 
| ‘The bill introduced by Mr. Taytor was then 
| read a first and second time by its title, as fol- 
| lows: 
| A bill further to amend an act to provide for the | 
| better security of the lives of passengers on board | 
| of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, | 
|| and for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, | 
the bill was referred to the Committee on Com- 
| merce. : 





RAFT REGION OF RED RIVER. 


| 
; oH 

Mr. SANDIDGE introduced a bill appropri- | 
ating a sum of money for the continuation of im- 
provements in the raft region of Red river; which | 


|| was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


} 
| UNSOLD PUBLIC LANDS. 
| 


| 

Mr. SANDIDGE also introduced a bill pro- | 
viding for the gradual transfer to the States in 

| which they are situated of the unsold public lands; | 





which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


JOHN R. TEMPLE. 
- Mr. SANDIDGE offered the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: || 


Resolved, That Senate bill (No. 38) for the relief of John | 
R. Temple, of Louisiana, now on the Speaker’s table, be 
| takes up and referred to the Committee on Private Land | 
AAMAS. 

|| The bill was thereupon taken up, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


SURVEY OF THE OHIO. 
Mr. HORTON introduced a bill to provide for 
the survey of the Ohio river aud its principal trib- 
‘| utaries; which was read a first and dona time. 
|| Mr. HORTON, I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


OBE. 


| way, deceased ;”” which was read a first and second 1 


; 
3) ; || the Committee o : 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, also introduced | e on Roads and Canals; an 


abit |} not agreed to. 
a bill to amend an act for the better organization of || - 


‘| to the 


| 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, also introduced | 


| 
| 
i] 
| 
| view under the resolution under which we are 
| 


providing for the security of the lives of passen- || 


postponed until the second Tuesday in February. || appropriation for continuing the improvement 
I have prepared an amendment for the bill which || for the enlargement of the harbor at the moutt of 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I prefer that || 


January 18, 








Mr. LETCHER. Ought not that bill to go 
| the Committee on Roads and Canals? | Propos 
| that reference. > 


The question was first taken on its reference to 


d it was 


The quesiien was then taken on its reference 


ommittee on Commerce; and it was go 
referred. 


MARY THOMPSON, 

Mr. LEITER introduced a bill for the relief of 
Mary Thompson, of Summitcounty, Ohio; whic) 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

HARBOR AT MOUTH OF GRAND RIVER, 

Mr. WADE introduced a bill making an appro. 
pomee for continuing the improvements on the 
varbor at the mouth of Grand river, in the county 
of Lake, State of Ohio; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee oy 
Cammerce. 

HARBOR AT MOUTH OF CUYAHOGA RIVER, 

Mr. WADE also introduced a bill making ay 


sand 


| the Cuyahoga river, in the State of Ohio; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce. 


HARBOR AT MOUTH OF SANDUSKY RIVER. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, introduced a bil! tp 


continue the improvements of the harbor at the 
mouth of the Sandusky river, Ohio; which was 


' 
| read a first and second time, and referred to the 
' 


Committee on Commerce. 


HARBOR OF VERMILLION. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, also introduced a 
bill to continue the improvements of the harbor of 
Vermillion, Ohio; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


HARBOR OF HURON. 
| Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, also introduced a 
bill to continue the improvement of the harbor of 
Huron, Ohio; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Con- 
merce. 

WILLIAM D. MANN, SR. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, also introduced a 
bill for the relief of William D. Mann, sr.; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


AMENDMENT OF TWENTY-THIRD RULE. 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, asked leave to intro- 
duce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That rule 23 be so modified as to insert, at the 
| end thereof, the following proviso : 





Provided, That whenever any committee of the House 
shall at two sessions of Congress adversely report upon a 
private claim, it shall not be in order again to refer such 
claim to any committee, except by leave of the House after 
the fact of such adverse reports be stated. 


The 23d rule was read, as follows: 

** Members baving petitions and memorials to present 
may hand them to the Clerk, indorsing the same with their 
names, and the reference or disposition to be made thereot ; 
and such petitions and memorials shall be entered on the 
Journal, subject to the control and direction of the Speaker; 
and if any petition or memorial be so handed in, which, \0 
the judgment of the Speaker, is excluded by the rules, the 
same shall be returned to the member from whom it was 
received.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would notobject 





to that resolution if it came up in the right way; 
but it would be a precedent for changing the rules, 
ainst the provision made by the rules for such 
changes. If this were allowed, propositions for 
changing the rules would come up every day; 
therefore, to prevent its being made a precedent 
here, [ shall object. ; 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House, to have the matter 
referred to a committee of say three or five met- 
| bers. Itis avery important modification. 
| Mr. FLORENCE, I see great difficulties 0 
the way of the amendment offered, and therefore 
I object. . 
ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask leave to introduce 
the following joint resolution: we 
Reso the Senate and Hi Repres ives, 
toe Preitent ote United States be requested to ne- 
gotiate ( the Department of State) with the respect 
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jve Governments : F ; : | 
geotia, and other portions of North America and Cuba, and 

other jslands adjacent thereto, with a view of annexing the H 
same to the United States, on terms compatible with the |} 
ogee and honor of the nations negotiating. Provided, how- || 


: or. That in the event of any annexation, no portion of the | 


. therein a sufficient population to entitle them toone mem- 


per of the House of Representatives, nor until the bona fide | 
residents of the same shall have had an opportunity of | 
yorng upon their constitution and of “ regulating their do- 
mestc institutions tn their own way, subject only to the | 
Constitution of the United States.” 

Mr. FLORENCE, The price is not named. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The object is to negotiate 
the price. 


Mr CLEMENS. [I object. 
UNITED STATES COURT REGULATIONS. 
Mr. STANTON asked leave to submit the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the standing Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so modifying 
the law regulating the selection of jurors in the circuit and 
district courts Of the United States, as to take the power 
of selecting regular jurors from the marshals and clerks of 
the several Courts, and confer it upon suitable persons, to 
be distributed over the several circuits and districts. 


| 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, objected. j 


CINCINNATI A PORT OF ENTRY. 

Mr. PENDLETON introduced a bill to estab- | 

lish a port of entry at Cincinnati, in the State of 

Ohio; which was read a first and second time by 

its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 








OHIO JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 
Mr. PENDLETON also introduced a bill to 
amend an act entitled ** An act to divide the State 
of Ohio into two judicial districts, and providing for 


holding the courts of the United States therein;’? || 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


THE DRED SCOTT DECISION. 


Mr. GIDDINGS asked the consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution: 

Whereas, the Supreme Court of the United States in de- | 
ciding the recent case of Dred Scott against John F. A. | 
Sand.ord, departed from the subject before them for the ap- | 
parent purpose of denying the self-evident truths proclaimed 
inthe Declaration of American Independence, and exerting | 
au influence upon this body and the country in favor of sla- | 
very, it hus become the imperative duty of the people to ex- | 
press, through their authorized representatives, their firin | 
aud unyielding adherence to the essential doctrines avowed | 
by the ilustrious founders of our Republic: Therefore 

Resolved, ‘That the right to live, the liberty to cherish and | 
protect life, to attain knowledge and happiness, are gifts of 
God, conterred equally on every member of the human fam- | 
ily. That these rights attach tothe human soul; lie behind | 
and above all human enactments ; coming from the Creator, | 
they must ever be held sacred by all Christian Governments, | 
and their enjoyment can only, be invaded by incurring the | 
Divine displeasure. That, as tyrants, despots, usurpers, | 
pirates, and oppressors, have in all ages of the world, sought | 
to deprive their fellow-men of liberty, of intelligence, of | 
happiness, and to hold the lives of other persons at their dis- 
posal, we fully and unequivocally agree with the eminent 
statesmen who formed our institutions, that the primeval 
objectand ulterior design of human government is to secure 
every member of the human family in the enjoyment of 
Uiose rights which God has conferred on him. ‘That said 
court, in representing the signers of the Declaration of In- 
dependence to have asserted truths which they did not 
iutend to avow, and to have entertained barbarous doctrines 
Which they did not express, unjustly assailed the learning, | 
the intelligenee, the patriotism, the Christianity of those dis- | 
ttuguished patriots. 
said Declaration, the debates at the time of its adoption, the 
current history of that period, the oft repeated views of the 
signers of that great charter of human rights, and seeking 
for the intention of those sages in the colonial statutes of | 
Maryland and Massachusetts, concerning marriage enacted | 
by obscure men of a previous age, the court have brought | 
discredit upon the judiciary of the United States. | 


Pending the reading of the resolution, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said: Mr. Speaker, 
can a speech be introduced here in the guise of a | 
resolution ? 

Mr. BOCOCK. Does the hour rule apply to 
the reading of resolutions? (Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. When the hour expires, the 
question will arise for the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WARREN. I have an amendment to of- 
er to the resolution. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object to the resolution. 
NATIONAL ARMORY. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, introduced a | 

ill to establish a national armory and arsenal at | 
the falls of the Ohio river; which was read a first | 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. dkask leave | 





~ 


;| Stitation of the United States. 


ritory shall be admitted into the Union until there shall \} 
i} 








That, by disregarding the language of || 





| 
} 
i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ng or claiming the Canadas, Nova 1 to introduce a joint resolution toamend the C 


Mr. LETCHER. 
for information. 

The joint resolution was read, ag follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, (two thirds 
of both Houses concurring,) hat the following amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States is hereby pro 
posed, which, when ratified by the Legislatures of three | 
fourths of the States of the United States, shali be a part of 
the said Constitution of the United States, to wit: that the 
second section of the first article of the Constitution of the 
United States of America be, and it is, amended by adding 
to the same the following words : 

Provided, That only the natural born citizen of the United 
States of America, or the citizen naturalized according to | 
an act of the Congress of the United States, shall be deemed 
a qualified elector under this Constitution, to exercise the | 
right to vote for a member of the House of Representatives of | 
the United States of America. 


| 
Mr. CLEMENS. [I object. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The reso- | 
lution does not fall by a single objection. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman has given 

revious notice it does not. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I have not 
given previous notice. I intend the resolation for 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, in 
order that they may consider it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky not having previously given one day’s no- 
tice required by the rules to introduce a bill or 
joint resolution, asks the unanimous consent to | 


Let the resolution be read 


| Waive that requirement. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I presume 
that a majority of the House can give me leave 
to introduce the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. A majority could give leave | 


if previous notice had been given. 
POST ROUTES IN KENTUCKY. 


Mr. BURNETT. I submit the following res- 


| olution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
establishing a post route between Murray and Hiekman, 
Kentucky, via Boydsville, Duhedorn, and Feliciana; also, 
from Providence to Vandeburgh, via Clyde; also, from Pa- 
ducah to Hickman, Kentucky, via Mayfield and Feliciana ; 
also, from Mayfield to Paris, in Tennessee, via Boydsville. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

And that the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of erecting a 
post office in the city of Brooklyn, New York, and report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
amendment. ® 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. Can a member, 
when his State is not called, tack an amendment 
to another proposition? Is it not in violation of 
the order? 


I object to the 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that | 


the resolution would be amendable, but that the 
amendment must be germane to the original prop- 
osition; but the Chair is of opinion that the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from New York fs not 
germane to the original proposition submitted by 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


COLONEL CRABB, ETC. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
spectfully requested to communicate, ifin his opinion not in- 
eonsistent with the public interest,all official information and 
correspondence in possession of any of the Executive De- 
partments of the Government in relation to the execution 


| or massacre of Colonel Crabb and his associates, within or 


near the limits of the Republic of Mexico, giving the names 
of the. persons whose lives were taken; whether certain 
citizens of the United States were not so executed or mas- 
sacred by the Mexican authority within the limit of the Uni- 
ted States, upon the pretext that they were connected with 
said Crabb’s expedition ; and what steps, if any, have been 
taken by the Government in reference thereto. 


The resolution was adopted. 


POST ROUTE IN KENTUCKY. 
Mr. STEVENSON offered the following res- 
olution: 
Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing @ post route from Ghent, in Carroll county, to New 


Liberty, in Owen county, in the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky. 


Mr. COX moved to amend by adding thereto 
the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 








On- | Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing a post route from Laneaster, Obio, by way of Roy- 


alton, South Bloomfield, Genoa, Harrisburg, and Califur- 
nia, to London, Ohio. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the amend- 
ment is not in order, and therefore rules it out. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


NAVIGATION OF CUMBERLAND RIVER. 


Mr. TALBOT introduced a bill for the im- 
provement of the navigation of Cumberland river; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PENSIONS TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


Mr. MASON introduced a bill granting pen- 
sions to the officers and soldiers of the war with 
Great Britain, and those engaged in Indian wars 
during that period; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 


POST OFFICE BUILDING AT PADUCAH. 
Mr. BURNETT offered the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of constructing a suitable build- 
ing for a post office at Paducah, in the State of Kentucky. 


Mr. LETCHER objected. 


POST ROUTE IN KENTUCKY. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following res- 
oluuon; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: = 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing and creating Barren river, from Bowling Green 
|| to its mouth, and Green river, from the mouth of Barren 
river to its mouth in the Ohio river, and the Ohio river from 
the mouth of Green river to Evansville, a post route, and 


to provide that the mails thereon be conveyed by boats pro- 
pelied by steain. 


AUDITING OF CERTAIN ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. MASON offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be authorized 
to settle, on just and equitable principles, certain accounts 
now on file in the Clerk’s office, for services rendered this 
House during the last session, and since the adjournment 

| of the last Congress; and that the said committee be further 
authorized to allow the Clerk of this House to employ such 
temporary or permanent force, as, on investigation by said 
committee, may be deemed necessary for extra labor grow- 
| ing out of the removal from the main building of the Capitol 
to the south wing ; and to organize properly the clerks, door- 
keepers, and post office of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. MASON. I merely wish to say that it is 

| doubtful whether, under the rules of the House, 
|| the Committee on Accounts have the power asked 
| for in that resolution. There area good many 
|| obligations growing out of the removal of the 
|| House into this building. A select committee was 
appointed some time ago to take into considera- 
| tion matters connected with this new Hall. ‘That 
| committee made one report, but have not been 
discharged. The duties of the two committees 
| may conflict somewhat, and I desire that one com- 
| mittee shall have charge of this whole matter, 
|The Committee on Accounts are industriously 
|| inquiring into this business. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee: “I would inquire if 
_those accounts filed in the Clerk’s office are the 
ones for extra pay and increased pay and back 
| pay for the last ten years, voted by the last Con- 
| gress? 
| Mr. MASON. They are not. The House acted 
upon those upon their own responsibility. But 
there are a great many employés about the Capi- 
tol, some of whom were authorized by the old 
| Committee on Accounts to go home and stay dur- 
ing the recess last summer, and at the same time 
draw their pay. There are others here who did 
work, We want to do justice between the parties; 
té pay those who did work, and to strike off those 
who have been illegally authorized to draw yey 
for work which has not been performed. The 
| committee has been investigating all these matters, 
| and would have reported on them before now, but 
the House has appointed two investigating com- 
| mittees to look into the same business, thus im- 
| plying that the House has not confidencé in the 
| Committee on Accounts. : ; i 
] The SPEAKER. The Chair feels it to be its 
| 








duty to arrest this debate. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say a word only. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. I do not desire to object to 
| the resolution, but I wish to ask a question. 
|| The SPEAKER. 





It is not in order. 








Saale eter cteaededeaieemnsenentnnmeemnaneen . 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I object to the res- || 
olution. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I move to suspend the rules, 
80 that the resolution may be introduced. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
that motion until the order of the House shall 
have been executed in the call of the States and 
Territories. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. The only objection 
I have is to the latter part of the resolution. | 
have nothing to say against the first part. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Iilinois object? 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Ido. 

Mr. MASON. Would it be in order to offer a |! 
resolution to dissolve the Committee on Accounts, | 
and leave the House to settle this business? We | 
need the authority asked, such is the pressure of 
claimants upon us. I would rather resign my seat 
in the House than continue to serve on a com- | 
mittee which is treated as we have been hereto- 
fore. 


RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE IN THE TERRITORIES. | 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER introduced a bill to regu- || 
late and make uniform the right of suffrage in the || 
‘Territories of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 


TARRENCE KIRBY. 


Mr. READY introduced a bill for the relief of 
Tarrence Kirby, of Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. ATKINS introduced a joint resolution di- 
rectory to the Secretary of War; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


CLERKS OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 
Mr. MAYNARD submitted the following res- 


olution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency and propnety of 
increasing the compensation now allowed to the clerks of 
the circuit and district courts of the United States; and re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. STANTON objected. 
IMMIGRATION OF FOREIGN PAUPERS. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER submitted the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
to regulate and restrain the immigration or importation into 
the United States of foreign paupers and criminals. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 136, nays 37; as follows: 


\ CAS—Mesers. Abbott, Adrain, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atkins, Avery, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, 
Hrayton, Bryan, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Burns, 
Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Clemens, Clingman, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, James Craig, Crawfoid, Curry, Curtis, Damrell, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dodd, Duriee, Ed- 
mundson, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Foley, Foster,Gartrell, 
Gilman, Gilmer, Goodwin, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, 
Grow, Robert B. Hail, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, | 
Hopkins, Horton, Houston, Howard, Huyler, Jackson, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Leach, Leiter, McQueen, | 
Hamphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maynard, Mill- 
son, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman | 
H. Morse, Mott, urray, Olin, Paimer, Parker, Pettit, Pey- | 
ton, Pike, Pottle, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, Ready, | 
Reagan, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Ruffin, Sandidge, | 
Savage, Scales, Scott, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, John 





Sberman, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Singleton, William 
Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William || 
Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thomp- || 
son, Lg eae Tnppe, Underwood, Wade, Waldron, 
Wailion, Warren, Elihu B. Washburne, Watkins, Wilson, 
Wood, Woodson, Wortendyke, and Zollicoffer—136. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barksdale, Biair, Bowie, Horace F. | 
Olerk, John B. Clark, Clay, Clark B, Cochrane, John Coch- || 
rane, Cockerill, Cox, Davidson, Dowdell, Florence, Gid- || 
lings, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall 
Geo W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones 
Leidy, ‘Letcher, seen, Maclay Mason, ontgomery, 
isaac N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Pendleton, Phelps, Pot- | 
ter, Russell, Stephens, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Augus- | 
tus R. Wright, and John V. Wright—37. || 

So the resolution was agreed to. | 

Pending the vote, ; . . | 

Mr. WARREN said: regarding this as simply |) 
a resolution of inquiry, I vote “ay,” reserving \ 
to myself the right to act on the report of the ‘ 
committee as my judgment may dictate. i 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 





colt, Lawrence, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PHELPS said: Congress has no power to 


| prohibit the introduction of immigrants, and I | 


therefore vote ‘* No.’’ i 
Mr. DEWART stated that if he had been with- 
in the bar when his name was called, he would 


| have voted ** No.”’ 


Mr. WHITELEY stated that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called, he 
would have voted ‘* No.’’ 


SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of repealing all laws 
requiring the public lands to be offered at public sale; and 
also all laws subjecting the public lands to sale by general 
private entry, alter having been offered at public sale; and 
of providing by law for the sale of public lands to actual 
settlers and cultivators in only limited parcels, and at a 


| price not exceeding the actual cost of the same. 


Mr. WINSLOW, (at ten minutes to four, p. 
m.) I move that the House do now adjourn. 
‘The motion was not agreed to. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. ENGLISH asked leave to offer the fol- | 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing for a 


reduction of the tolls upon the Louisville and Poruand | 
| Canal; and also to inquire what further legislation, if any, 


is necessary to secure the interest of the United States in 
said canal. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, objected. 
POST OFFICE, ETC., AT NEW ALBANY. 


Mr. ENGLISH asked leave to offer the fol- 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro 
viding for the erection of a building for a post office and cus- 
tom-house at the city of New Albany, in the State of Indi- 
ana; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, objected. 
DAPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEM. 
Mr. PETTIT introduced a bill to repeal the 
twenty-first section of an act entitled ‘* An act to 


regulate the diplomatic and consular system of 
the United States;’’ which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Foreign Affairs. 
HARBOR OF REFUGE AT MICHIGAN CITY. 
Mr. COLFAX introduced a bill making an ap- 


propriation for continuing the improvement of a | 
harbor of refuge and commerce, atMichigan City, | 


on Lake Michigan, and for the construction of a 
breakwater thereat; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


CONDUCT OF LATE DOORKEEPER. 


Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolution; | 


which was read, considered, and agreed to. 


Resolved, Thata select committee of five be appointed by 
the Speaker, to inquire into the acts and official conduct of 
the late Doorkeeper of the House, with power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and to report at any time. 


CITIZENSHIP OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to inquire if any, and what, further legislation, by 
Congress, may be proper to define what acts shall or shall 
not be an expatriation or severance of allegiance on the part 
of citizens of the United States ; and also what provision of 
law ought to be made for reinvesting with citizenship such 
persons borh in the United States as may have assuined al- 
legiance or citizenship to any foreign Government. 


LUCIAN R. ADAMS. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, introduced a bill for 


the relief of Lucian R. Adams, surviving executor 
of Jane Adams, deceased; which was read a first 


Hateh, Hughes, || and second time, and referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 
CENSUS OF MINNESOTA. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, offered the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 


and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the House whether the census of itory of 
Minnesota has been taken, in accordance a provision 
of the fourth section of the act of Congress providing for the 


admission of Minnesota as a State, approved February 26, | 


J anuary 18, 
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1857; and if said census has been taken and returned toh 

or any department of the Government, to communicate _ 
same to this House ; and if the said census has not been = 
taken and returned, to state the reasons, if any exist to bis 
knowledge, why it has not been done. _—— 


HARBOR OF WAUKEGAN, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, introduced a 
bill for continuing the improvement of the harbor 
of Waukegan, Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ; 


ROCK ISLAND RAPIDS. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, also intro. 
duced a bill for continuing the improvements jn 
the Rock Island rapids, in the Mississippi river. 
which was read a first and second time, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC., AT ALTON, 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for erecting a building in the city of Alton 
State of Illinois, for a custom-house and post 
office; which was read a first and second time 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


APPORTIONMENT OF CLERICAL OFFICERS, 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, introduced a bill to 
apportion the clerks and messengers of the sey. 
eral Departments of the United States Government 
in the city of Washington among the several 
States and Territories and the District of Colum. 
bia; which was read a first and second time 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I would move, as all 
the committees are loaded with business, to refer 
this bill to a select committee of five. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Are there members enough 
now to make up any more special committees? 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. We will find enough, 
I think. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would like to 
amend the resolution so as to include all the ex- 
ecutive offices in the States and Territories. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the 
House for amendment—only for reference. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois.“ I would inform my 
friend from Virginia that the bill provides for 
apportioning the clerks among all the States and 
Territories of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STANTON. Isa motion to lay on the 
table in order? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. STANTON. 
table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. Then I call for the 
yeas and nays. I would say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that I have no preference for a select 
committee. If there is any committee of the 
House that will take the Lill in charge, and inves- 
tigate it and report, my object will be accom- 
plished. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw the motion to 
lay on the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [Iask that the bill be read 
for information. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. This isan 
important bill, and as it is late and the House 
thin, I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ido not desire to inter- 
rupt the business, and if no other member wishes 
the bill read, I withdraw my request. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 
have the bill read. 

The bill was read in extenso. It provides that 
the clerks and messengers in the public Depart- 
ments in the city of Washington shall be appor- 
tioned amongst the several States and Territories, 
the District of Columbia taken as one congres- 
sional district for that purpose, in proportion to 
the representation in the House of Represent- 
atives, 

Mr. SEWARD. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
bill be laid upon the table, and on that motion 
for the yeas and nays. ‘ 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I am willing thatthe 
bill shall go to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
in order to see whether it conflictsiwith the Con- 
stitution or not. . 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, called for tellers on 
e yeasand nays. 





The Chair thinks it is. 
Then I move to lay it on the 
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———————————————— 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Craice of 
North Carolina, and Burrinton were appointed. || 
Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. 
Was the bill which was just now read for inform- 
ation, read a second time? 
The SPEAKER. It was, and afterwards read \ 
for information. : itt 
Mr. MILLSON. I was going to say that if it || 
had not been read a second time it could be ob- | 
iected to. 
* The SPEAKER. One objection, under the rule 
adopted this morning, would not have prevented 
it from coming 1n. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I understand that 
the gentleman from Illinois proposes to modify 
his motion. * 


Mr. SMITH, of Ilinois. Ido. I move that || 
the bill be referred to the Committee on the Judi- |. 


| 


jary. 

; The tellers reported—ayes 33, noes 100. 
So (more than one fifth of the members voting 

in the affirmative) the yeas and nays were or- 
red. 

orbs House, on motion of Mr. BISHOP, (at 

five minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) adjourned 

until to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 


Tvespay, January 19, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. J. C. Granpery. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a letter from the President of the United States, 
transmitting to the Senate a copy of a convention 
between the United States and his Majesty the 
King of Denmark, for the discontinuance of the 
Sound dues, the ratifications of which were ex- 


mending that an appropriation be made to enable 
the Executive seasonably to carry into effect the 
stipulations in regard to the sums payable to his 
Danish Majesty’sGovernment. The letter was, 
on motion of Mr. Sewarp, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance; and a motion by him to print 
it was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of the Senate, showing, in obedience to | 
law, the payments from the contingent fund of the 
Senate during the year ending the 6th of Decem- 
ber, 1857; which was, on motion of Mr. Bices, 
ordered tolie on the table; and a motion by him to 
print it was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 


changed in this city on the 12th instant, and recom- 
| 





PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WADE presented the petition of Moses || 


Olmstead, an invalid pensioner, praying to be 
allowed arrears and increase of pension; which, 
with his petition and papers on file, was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PUGH presented a memorial of certain 
permanent residents of Kansas, praying that the 
Indian title to certain lands said to belong to the 
Munsee Indians may be extinguished, and that 
Congress will grant them such further relief as in 
Justice and equity they are entitled to as bona fide 
settlers; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

He also presented the memorial of the register 
and receiver of the land office at Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, praying that the compensation of registers 
and receivers may be increased; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented the petition of John Caris 
and others, members of Captain Campbell’s com- 
pany of volunteers in the war of 1812, praying 
to be allowed pay and rations to the time of their 
discharge; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

_ Mr. HOUSTON presented the petition of Mau- 
rice K. Simons, praying for an increase of pen- 
sion; which was referred, with his papers on file, 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

_Mr. CAMERON presented four petitions of 
citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the 
location of the post office in the building lately 
occupied by the Bank of Pennsylvania; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 

aylor county, lowa, praying that certain settlers 
on lands in that county may be allowed:the right 


| the heirs of John Forsyth, praying that certain 
| at Madrid, may be adjusted, and the amount re- | 


| laturé of Missouri, praying that William Doty 


| vices rendered in effecting the arrest of certain 
| mail robbers; which was referred to the Commit- | 
| tee on Claims. 


| referred to the Committee on Patents and the Pat- 
| ent office. 


Ordered, Thatthe memorial of Sarah A. Watson, on the 
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of preémption to those lands; which was referred || Keller, submitted a report, accompanied bya bill 


to the Committee on Public Lands. ] 
Mr. IVERSON presented the memorial of || 
| 


charges, erroneously made against him, in the set- | 
tlement of his accounts as United States Minister 


funded; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Foreign Relations. \ 
Mr. POLK presented a memarial of the Legis- | 


may be remunerated for losses sustained and ser- 


He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- | 
ture of Missouri against the extension of Wood- 
worth’s patent for a planing machine; which was | 


| Mr. BRODERICK presented a petition of cit- 
izens of California, praying for the payment of | 
| the expenses incurred by that State in paperen 
| ing Indian hostilities; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 
| He also presented the petition of Anastacio 
| Caxxillo, praying for remuneration for losses and | 
) inconvenience suffered in consequence of the erec- 
tion of a light-house on a rancho owned by him, 


and compensation for the ground upon which it | 
was built; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Thomas Jen- | 
kins, praying to be allowed arrears of pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- | 
sions. 


On motion of Mr. DURKEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Effie Van Ness, widow of 
Gant Van Ness, on the files of the Senate, be reterred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


| On motion of Mr. BIGGS, it was 
Ordered, That John H. Wheeler have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. | 
On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Vreeland, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


Mr.SEWARD. Yesterday, before the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hare} had con- 
| cluded his speech, I moved that the Senate go into | 
| executive session, not having first provided for a 
| disposition of the subject on which he was speak- | 
ing. Thereisanotherspecial order forto-morrow, | 
| and I learn that it will be quite agreeable to the 
| Senators interested in that question, as well as to 
the honorable gentleman from New Hampshire, 
to have the subject which was under discussion 








up that subject, for the purpose of making it the 
special order for to-morrow at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and the considera- 
tion of the motion to refer to the Committee on | 
| Territories so much of the President’s message as 
| relates to Kansas, was postponed until to-morrow 

at one o’clock, and made the special order for | 
that hour. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | 


| yesterday continued. 1 move, therefore, to take | 
| 





Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred a motion to print 
the. report of the Secretary of State, showing the 
| names of the clerks and other persons employed | 
in that Department during the year 1857, submit- | 
ted an adverse report; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred a motion to print the report of the | 
Secretary of War, showing the expenditures for 
contingent expenses of that Department during | 
the year ending June 30, 1857, reported that the | 
usual number be printed; which was agreed to. 

Healso, from the same committee, to whom were 
referred a resolution of the Academy of Natural | 
Sciences of Philadelphia; also resolutions of the | 
Academy of Science of St. Louis, in favor of print- 
ing Dr. John Evans’s geological survey of Oregon | 
Territory, submitted an adverse report; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. LVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 











to whom was referred the petition of Jonas P. || 


(S. No. 67) forhis relief, The bill was read, and 
passed to a second reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Elias Hall, submitted 
a report, accompayied by a bill (S. No. 68) for 
his relief. The bill was read, and passed to a 
second reading, and the report was ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 


Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was re- 


'| ferred the petition of Charles D. Maxwell, re- 


ported a bill (S. No. 69) for the relief of Dr. 


| Charles D. Maxwell, surgeon in the United States 


Navy; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. GWIN, from the select committee on the 
Pacific railroad, to whom the subject was referred, 
reported a bill (S. No. 65) to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to contract for the trans- 
portation of the mails, troops, seamen, munitions 
of war, Army and Navy supplies, and all other 
Government service, by railroad, from the Mie- 
souririverto San Francisco, in the State of Califor- 
nia; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GWIN. As this bill is one of some im- 
portance, I move that it be made the special order 
for the first Monday in February, at one o’clock. 

Several Senators. And printed. 

Mr. GWIN. Itwillbe printed, asa matter of 
course. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COD FISHERIES. 

Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 10) repealing 
all laws, or parts of laws, allowing bounties to 
vessels employed in the bank or other cod fish- 
eries, and a resolution of the Legislature of the 


| State of Maine, relative to the bounty on cod fish- 


eries, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the bill back, and 
recommend its passage. I move that the bill and 
report be printed; and I should Jike to have it 
made the special order of the day for Thursday, 
of next week, at one o’clock. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to submit an amendment 
to that bill, and if it is agreeable to the Senate I 
shall submit it now, and ask to have it printed 
with the bill. I desire to offer an amendment to 
the bill abolishing the law establishing a naval 
school at Annapolis, and a military school at 
West Point. I think the amendment is analogous 
and proper. Looking on the fisheries as a school 
for seamen, and these other institutions as schools 
for officers, if the Government patronage is to be 
withdrawn from the education of the men, I wish 
it to be withdrawn from the officers; and I will 
offer that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
reduce his amendment to writing? 

Mr. HALE. I will. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ido not know that I shall in- 
terpose an objection to the consideration of the 
bill on Thursday of next week, if the Senator 
from Alabama desires to speak to it on that day. 
I have not seen the report of the committee, but 
I suppose I can infer its general scope. I do not 
know, however, precisely the form in which it is 
presented. It has not been submitted, | believe, 
to the committee. I will therefore suggest to the 
Senator to indicate a later day. 

Mr. CLAY. Itis a subject with which I had 
supposed the Senator from Maine was much more 
familiar than myself. I want the speedy action 
of the Senate on it. I am willing to pee it off 
until next Monday week, if that would suit the 
Senator. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That would suit me still bet- 
ter. 

Mr. CLAY. The report is brief. ‘There are 
some accompanying documents which I wish to 
have printed, in elucidation of the subject-matter 
of the report. 

Mr. HAMLIN. We will hear the Senator on 
that day: and then, I apprehend, the Senate will 
give me time to investigate the subject as fully as 
the report may require. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 will inquire whether there be 
any special order for next Monday week? 

r. BENJAMIN. I suggest to my friend from 
Alabama that next Monday week is the first Mon- 
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day of February, already assigned to the Senator 1 ‘ Mr. HOUSTON, I move that it lie on the | excessive duty was not charged at t : 


from California. 

Mr. CLAY. Then I would say this day tw« 
wet Ics. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Pacific railroad bil 


1 he time upon 
, the article, but the collector of the customs char ed 


|| duties erroneously, improperly, on an article 
which did not in factexist. The importer paid the 


table until called up. 
) The motion was agreed to. 


1 JAMES BEATTY. 


be taken up on the first Monday of February, a 
special order for the next succeeding day will be 
of very little value. The Padific railroad bill will 
certainly consume more than a single day. 


Mr.CLAY. Itis suggested that it had better 


the Whole. It proposes to direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay to James Beatty’s per- 
sonal representative $1,087 41, in full for duties 


The bill (S. No. 57) for the relief of James || 

Beatty’s personal representative, was read the : 
. . ° . } co ere ancvuave as ** pz é , rn a. 

second time, and considered as in Committee of || @ Commet ial language as ‘* partially refined salt. 


duty, of course ignorant but that such was the 
law, ignorant but that such an article was known 


| peter,’’ when in truth and fact, according to com. 
|, mercial language and law, there was nothing but 
|| ** crude saltpeter.”’ If the duty had been imposed 


remain in that position, and be the next special 
order according to the rules. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Alabama moves that the report be printed, and 
that the bill be made the special order for this day 


illegally exacted of him in his lifetime, on crude || = See. aes ite AES he = paid more than the 
saltpeter (under the name of partially refined | ‘“W ere on eee tial <= ce ee pro- 
saltpeter) imported by him into the port of Bal- || ‘Sts te Would not be entivied to reltel; but in this 


timore, in January, 1845. 

Mr. PUGH. should like to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Claims as to the 
| character of this bill. Is this one of the bills for 
| refunding duties which were paid without protest? 
| Mr. IVERSON. It is not one of that class of 
claims. The liquor cases, to which I presume the 
Senator alludes, are a different class altogether. 
Point, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. If the Senator will read the decision of the Court 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on of Claims he will be informed of the merits of the 

winting the report and amendment, and making || ©#S¢- 4 : : 
es bill the speaed order for this day two weeks, Mr. PUGH. I was under the impression that 
atone o'clock. . this bill was before the Senate at the last session, 
The motion was agreed to. and was one of a large class of cases decided by 
\! the Court of Claims, where I thought the decisions 

BILLS INTRODUCED. . 


two weeks, at one o’clock. The Senator from 
New Hampshire, by unanimous consent, offers 
an amendment,and moves that it be printed with 
the bill. The Secretary will read the amendment. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
And be it further enacted, That all laws establishing a 
Nuval Sehoot at Annapolis, and a Military School at West 


case, the collector imposed a duty on an artic|p 
| which really did not exist. He imposed a duty 
| upon partially refined saltpeter, and-there was yy 
| such thing as partially refined saltpeter. The Jay 
| did not provide for a duty on such an article, by, 
| the importer was ignorant of the fact, as the com. 
| mittee believed from the circumstances stated jp 

his memorial and the testimony, and therefore, y, 
| think it justand proper, as the Court of Claims did, 
| to refund this money thus improperly collected: 
|| that is to say, to refund the difference between th 
| amount which would have been due on crude sali. 
| peter and the duty which the collector imposed 
on partially refined saltpeter. That is the whole 
case. 


; yalpably erroneous. If so, 1 could not permit the 
Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- || [ ood ; 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 66) || 


to amend an act, entitled **An act to continue half 
pay to certain widows and orphans,’’ approved 
February 3, 1853; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FOOT asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to mtroduce a joint resolution 
(8. No. 10) directing the Secretary of the Interior 
to pay certain penston claims therein specified; 
which was read twice by its tide, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; Mr. Foor stat- 
ing that it involved some legal question on which 
a diversity of opinion had been expressed. 

Mr. CAMERON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introdute a joint reso- 
lution (8S. No. 11) relating to public printing; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Prinung. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if not incom- 
paruble with the public interest, to communicate to the Sen- 
‘ate any information in his possession derived trom the offi 
eers connected with the American squadron on the coast 
of Africa, or from the British Government, or the French 
Government, or other official sources, concerning the con 
dition of the African slave trade, and concerning the move 
mentsof the French Government to establish a colonization 


in the possessions of that Government from the coast of 
Airica. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEMS. 


Mr. IVERSON submitted the following reso- || 
lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making such 
changes and modifications of the act entitled “ An act to 
reguiate the diplomatic and consular systems,” approved 
Augaet 18, 1856, as may be necessary for the better protec- 
tien and regulation of our growing and expanding commerce 
@nd intercourse with foreign nations. 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING. 
Mr. CAMERON. I wish to make an inquiry 


of the Secretary. In March last, I bad the honor I! 


of offering a resolution, which was adopted by 


the Senate, calling on the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury to send to this body a statement of the cost 
of the congressional and departmental printing 
for the preceding tem*years. Nearly a year has 
elapsed since that resolution was offered, and I 
am anxious to know whether it was ever sent to 
the Treasury Department. If it has not been sent, 
I hope it will be. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
cause the inquiry to be made. : 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The next business 
in order is the joint resolution (S. No. 6) to ex- 
tend to the nayal retiring board an opportunity 
of enjoying thé same advantages of officers who 
have been dropped, furleughedy and retired by 
said board. 

The joint resolution was read agecond time. 


of that class I have nothing to say. 


filed in the case; but the Court of Claims, as we 


| as the Committee on Claims, considered the cir- | 
cumstances as exempting the party from making | 


yrotest, 


Mr. STUART. I should like to hear the de- 


cision of the Court of Claims in this case, in order 


to know the grounds on which the bill is based. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
James Beatty’s Executor vs. the United States. 
Scarsorovuan J., delivered the opinion of the court. 


It is conceded by the solicitor, and the court find, that the || 
| allegations of the petition filed in this case are established | 
| by the evidence. Itis also conceded by the solicitor that | 


the money now sought to be reclaimed having been paid 
under a mistake of fact, the importer being under the mis- 
taken impression, at the time of the payment, that the salt- 
peter on which the duty was paid was “ partially refined 
|}; saltpeter,’? when in fact it was * crude saltpeter,’’ there 
being no such thing known in commerce as * partially re- 
| fined saltpeter,”’ the petitioner is entitled to relief. In the 
| opinion heretofore delivered by this court, we came to the 
; conclusion that, if the allegations of the petition should be 
sustained by the evidence, the petitioner’s right to relief 


| would be unquestionable. They are fully sustained; and | 
we shall report to Congress a bill in favor of the petitioner | 


for $1,087 41. 


The reasons for this opinion will be found in the opinion | 


| heretofore delivered by this court in this case, in the opinion 


| of this court in the case of Henry and Frederick W. Meyer | 


| vs. the United States, and in the opinions thereto appended 
Beatty’s Executor vs. the United States. 

Judge Buackrorp’s dissenting opinion. 

Suit for over paid duties. 

I dissent from the final judgment rendered iff this case by 
a majority of the courtin favor of the claimant. 

The ground of my dissent is, that the duties sued for were 
paid without any objection, either written or verbal. The 
payment was therefore voluntary, and cannot be recovered 
| back. ‘That doctrine is settled by the common law, and by 

the act of Congress of 1845. Indeed, the act of Congress 
| requires a written protest, stating distinctly and specifically 

the grounds of objection to the payment. (5 Statutes at 
Large, 727; see Marriott vs. Brune, 9 Howard, 619, 636 ; 
| Lawrence vs. Caswell, 13 Howard, 488, 496.) 

The reasons of my dissentare given at length in the opin- 
| ion heretofore delivered by me in this case, on the question 
| as to the validity of the petition; which opinion is hereto 

appended, and made part of this opinion. 

‘The dissenting opinions heretofore delivered by me in the 
cases of Sturgess, Bennett & Co. vs. the United States, 
| Spence and Reid rs. the United States, and Wood vs. the 
| United States, are also hereto appended, as a part of this 
| Opinion. 
| Mr. PUGH. I do not think it is necessary to 

read the opinions referred to in the decision. I 
am satisfied. 

Mr. IVERSON. I can state very briefly the 
| character of this case and the distinction between 
it aud the claims to which the Senator from Ohio 
| has alluded. The Commitee on Claims have had 
| under consideration bills from the Court of Claims 
| granting relief to Meyerand other claimants, who 
_ paid excessive duties, as they allege, on certain 
| Importations of spirituous liquors into this coun- 
| try, having filed no protest at the time. The 
| were adjudged by the court to be entitled to relief. 
| The committee, however, have decided against 
i] them, and a report is now in the course of prep- 
‘| aration adverse to the decision of the Court of 
Claims- This case is different from those. Here 


| 





ill to pass without objection; but if it be not one 


| Mr. IVERSON. There was no protest ee 
] 


| Mr. BENJAMIN. I make no objection to this 
| bill; but I desire to enter just here a protest against 





| one suggestion that fell from the Senator from 
Georgia. 1am very sorry to hear from that Sen- 
| ator that the Committee on Claims have it in coy- 
templation to report against the refunding of dy- 
| ties overpaid by merchants, because of the absence 
| of a technical protest. I hope that that subject, 
} 


before the close of the week, will be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

| Mr. IVERSON. That is not the decision of 
| the Committee on Claims. I said they determ- 
|| ined to report against the claims of Meyer, and 
others, importers of liquors, not particularly on 
the ground of no protest having been filed, but on 
other grounds, stated in the report. The Senator 
from Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] has it under 
consideration, and will report the facts. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The committee do not r- 
ort against the allowance, for want of a protest, 
ut right the other way. If the claim was just, 

they would make the allowance notwithstanding 
the lack of a protest. I merely wish to correct 
one unintentional error into which the Senator 
from Georgia fell, if | read the facts aright. This 
was a duty levied upon partially refined saltpeter, 
and there is no such thing known in commerce 
as partially refined saltpeter. It is either crude 
or refined. ‘The duty was paid by mistake both 
on the part of the collector and the merchant. 
| When it was found out, the petitioner was too 
| late to protest. He thought the duty was payable 
|| on it; but he afterwards ascertained that there was 
| no such thing as partially refined saltpeter, and 
| that the imposition of the duty was a sheer mis- 
take. 

Mr. PUGH. I shall not object to the passage 
| of this bill on the special grounds stated by the 
|| Senator from Georgia and the Senator from Rhode 
_ Island; but the court has evidently not decided 
| it on those principles. The court has taken the 
| broad ground that wherever an importer after- 
|| wards discovers a mistake of law or of fact, he 
| can come, at any indefinite future period, and re- 
call the money, which is contrary to the law, as 
I understand it, on the subject of voluntary pay- 
ments. If this bill stands on the special grounds 
which have been stated, | make no further objec- 

tion; but I do object to the cases of Meyer and 
other parties, which I had occasion to examue 
at the last session. . 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not desire to pursue 
i 


| 
| 
| 
1] 
| 











this discussion now; this is not the proper occa- 
sion; but I willsay that I believe the whole of the 
public law on that ground stands on an improper 
footing. I think it is beneath the dignity of the 
Government, as it is beneath the character of an 
honest man, to retain a person’s money overpaid, 
beéause his protest against the payment does not 
happen to be made in due form, or because, at 
the time of the payment, he was ignorant of the 
| fact that he was overpaying aclaim made against 
‘| him. However, this is not the fropes occasion 
| to enter into the discussion; but I desire, to save 
my right on that point, to enter a dissent to the 
‘view of the Senator from Ohio. 


| 
| 
| 
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” Mr. FOSTER. You make your protest now. | 


ohter. 
ane SENJAMIN, Yes, sir. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. It was read 
the third time, and passed. 


NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


The bill (S. No. 3) to authorize notaries public || 


to take and certify oaths, affirmations, and ac- 
;nowledgments in certain cases, was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that in all cases in which, under the 
laws of the United States, oaths, affirmations, or 
acknowledgments may now be taken or made be- 
fore any justice or justices of the peace of any 
State or Territory, or the District of Columbia, 
they may be hereafter taken or made by or before 
any notary public duly appointed in any State or 


Territory, or the District of Columbia, and, when || 


certified under the hand and official seal of a no- 
tary, shall have the same force and effect as if 
taken or made by or before a justice or justices 
of the peace. All laws, or parts of laws, for pun- 
ishing perjury, or subornation of perjury, com- 


| 
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that the letter of credit exhibited by French was || left wing of the Texan army, and surrounded the 


Several of the best merchants of San Antonio were 
at the same time and in the same manner imposed 
upon for large amounts of money, and the impos- 
tor has fled beyond the reach of law. It is ap- 
parent that these officers, in all these transactions, 


| exercised due diligence, acted under the instruc- 
| tion of their commanding general, and that the | 
| money was lost without any fault of theirs. 
The bill was reported to the Senate; ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading; and was read | 


: . =? 
the third time, and passed. 


DEATH OF GENERAL RUSK. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, it has become 


| my painful and melancholy duty to announce to 
| the Senate the death of my recent colleague, Gen- 


eral Tuomas J. Rusk. In making this announce- 
ment, sir, it is proper for me to remark that its 
hey meer to the present period of the session 


as been owing toa hope that his successér would | 


arrive. Having ascertained that his indisposition 
is such that he will be prevented from attending 


'the Senate perhaps during the session, | have 


mitted in oaths or affirmations when taken before || thought proper to select this occasion for the an- 
any justice of the peace, are to apply to any such || nouncement. 


offense committed in any oaths or affirmations 


In speaking of the deceased, I am speaking to | 
which may be taken under the act before a notary his friends. 
public or commissioner; but on any trial for either || around me familiar’y,and to you, sir, intimately. | 
of these offenses, the seal and signature of the || The tribute that is offered to departed greatness | 


He was kxown to most of those 


notary are not to be deemed sufficient in them- |} is generally measured by the amount of reputa- 
selves to establish his official character, which || tion of the individual who is the subject of it. It 


must be shown by other proper evidence. 

The same powers are proposed to be vested in 
any commissioner appointed, or hereafter to be 
appointed, by any circuit court of the United 


appointment of commissioners to take bail, affi- 
davits, or depositions, in causes pending in the 
courts of the United States. Notaries public are 
further authorized to take depositions and do such 
other acts in relation to evidence to be used in the 
courts of the United States, in the same manne#® 
and with the same effect, as commissioners to take 
acknowledgments of bail and affidavits may now 
lawfully take or do. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. It was read 
the third time, and passed. 


BENTON, BABBITT, AND LONGSTREET. 


The bill (S. No. 59) for the relief of James G. | 


Benton, E. B. Babbitt, and James Longstreet, of 
the United States Army,was read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
is a direction to the proper accounting officers, in 
settling the accounts of Lieutenant James G. Ben- 
ton, of the Ordnance Department, of Brevet Major 
E. B. Babbitt, Chief Assistant Quartermaster, and 
of Brevet Major James Longstreet, Acting Com- 
missary of Subsistence, to allow them as credits 
the respective amounts of which they were de- 
frauded by Parker H. French, in San Antonio, 
Texas, in July, 1850, viz: to James G. Benton, 

1,021 04; to E. B. Babbitt, $519 93}; and to 

ames Longstreet, $448 98. 

_ lt appears that while these officers were sta- 
tioned at San Antonio, Texas, in July, 1850, 
application was made to them, respectively, for 
ordnance stores, quartermaster’s stores, and sab- 
sistence stores, by Parker H. French, the chief 
of a body of emigrants, on their journey to Cali- 
fornia, 
what purported to be a letter of credit from How- 
land & Aspinwall, of New York, and he possessed 
the confidence of numerous citizens and merchants 
of Texas, to some of whom he was personally 
known. He was the acknowledged chief of an 
emigrating party, and was, to all appearances, a 
reliable and sempnsible man. By autharity of 
the joint resolution of Congress, approved March 
2, 1849, officers in these departments are allowed 
to sell to persons emigrating to California such 
Stores as the state of the public su 
mit, and, with the concurrence of Brevet Major 
General Brooke, they sold to French ordnance 
Stores to the value of $1,021 04; quartermaster’s 
stores, $519 934; subsistence scores, $448 98; for 
which he gave them separate drafts upon How- 
land & Aspinwall, of New York, which drafts, 

aving been forwarded for collection, were pro- 


He bore and exhibited to the petitioners | 


aise will per- | 


| 


i 
| 


| 





| ton district, South Carolina. 


| age. 
| who was cast upon our shores in consequence of 
| the troubles of 1791 in Ireland. 


| | 


| matured into patriotism for the benefit of his coun- 


is the duty of the historian, not of the eulogist, to 
go into the details of private life and character, 


and the minutia which would otherwise be appro- | 
| priate on this occasion. 
States, under any act of Congress authorizing the | 


The subject of this notice was born in Pendle- 
He did not inherit 
the advantages of fortune, of family, or of patron- 
He was descended from an Irish patriot, 


holy love of liberty from his ancestors, and it was 


‘try. After struggling through the difficulties inci- 
| dent to limited means in youth, he acquired a 


| profession—the law. 


| of Georgia, and there rose rapidly to distinction 


| State, and after having eonnetieg 
| an estimable lady, he removed with his family to 


|| to the cause of Texas and its independence. 
| remained with the army until after the capture of 
|| General Santa Anna, the imperial ruler of Mex- 
ico, when, owing to events which transpired on 
| that day, he was appointed to the command of 
Itis but just to his memory 


|| the army of Texas. 
tested for non-acceptance. It was then discovered || to say that, on that occasion, he commanded the 


in his profession. After years of exertion in that 
himself with 


Texas in 1834. “At that time, sir, the first emo- 


region. He was loyal to the institutions of the 
sion became intolerable. When the Texans rose 
as one man in resistance to a despotand usurper, 
he stepped forward, united with his fellow-citi- 
zens, and engaged in the perilous conflict of the 
| revolution. He was not urgent for that event; 
| occasion when it was unavoidable. In 1835, 
| when the enemy invaded Texas, and took pos- 
| session of San Antonio, he immediately marched 
| with a force from eastern Texas, and rendered 


mand of the Texan forces. 





acterized him in all his martia] scenes. 


Brazos. 
retary of War. 


arm 


He inherited a | 


He removed to the State | 


tions of revolution began to agitate that distant 


country to which he had migrated, until oppres- || 


| but like others, he prepared himself to meet the || 


| signal assistance to General Austin, then in com- | 
Whilst atSan Anto- | 
nio, he was engaged in various conflicts and en- 
counters with the enemy, in which he demeaned || 
himself with that chivalry and valor which char- || 
After || 
that hereturned to his family, but was soon elect- || 
ed to the convention which, in 1836, asserted the || the State of ‘Texas, will go into mourning, by wearing erape 
independence of Téxas, at Washington on the || "the left arm, for thirty days. 

In the organization of a government 
ad interim, he was selected by that body as Sec- | 
He continued in the Cabinet ‘ 
until the enemy were advancing, and the Texan Mr. COLLAMER. Theexpression of eulogy 
falling back from the frontiers, and then, 

unlike others who were fugitives from the limits 
of the United States, he turned his face to diffi- | 


| a forgery, and all his representations were false. || right wing of the enemy, rendering the rout and 


| victory more complete than they would other- 
wise have been. . 

He continued in command of the army from 
April until October of that year, when the first 
constitutional Government was organized at Co- 
lumbia, on the Brazos. He was then called from 
the head of the army to the post of Secretary of 
War. He remained in that position until the cir- 
cumstances of his family required his attention, 
when he resigned his place. He was subsequently 
called to the office of Secretary of State, which he 
declined, owing to the same causes. He remained 
in private life until the close of 1837, when he 

| was elected to the Legislature, and during that 
| session he was advanced to the chief justiceshi 
of the Republic. He adorned that position.until 
1840, when he again resigned office, and retired 
to the walks of private life and to the pursuit of 
his profession. Difficulties, however, soon arose 
in relation to Indian troubles, in which he was 
always conspicuous, the most efficient in conflict, 
the foremost in council, a leader in danger, an 
adviser with wisdom at all times. In 1843, pro- 
visional force was raised by action of the Legis- 
lature, when he was again elected major general. 
His action under this appointment, however, was 
rendered unnecessary on account of the proclaim- 
ing of an armistice and suspension of hostilities, 
which continued, though partially interrupted, 
to be sure, until the time of annexation. 
| On the consummation of that event, sir, he was 
|, unanimously elected by the Legislature of Texas 
|, amember of this body; he was thrice elected, | 
believe, ere his death. Senators, you all know 
] the position he occupied here. You know the 
|, relations in which you stood ta him. You know 
|| his high conservative principles. You know his 
| 
1} 
1] 


manly and staunch advocacy of the compromises 
of 1850. You know how faithfully he adhered 
to every principle that was conservative. You 
will recollect that he was elected at the close of 
|| the last session temporarily to the Chair bya 
| vote of the body—the very height of distinction 
|, inaSenator. In the fullenjoyment of these high 
| honors and privileges, he was taken from us. His 
fame is national, not sectional. His name be- 
| longs to history; it is hardly a theme for the eu- 
logist. He stood conspicuous in everything that 
|| was good and great. He was a man whose in- 
| fluence was felt throughout the nation; nor was 
the wound unfelt that inflicted his death. 

Sir, we may say of him, and it is buta just trib- 
|| ute to worth, that as a soldier he was galiant, his 
chivalry spotless, his honor clear; asa statesman, 
| he was wise, considerative, and patriotic; as u 
friend, he had all the high qualities that ennoble 
the heart; as a father, affectionate almost to in- 
firmity; as a husband, manly, noble, and erect; 
as a man, he had all the qualities that adorn hu- 
man nature; and if he had infirmities, they were 
| few in proportion to those which fall to the lot of 
| man. He will be remembered here; he will be re- 

membered throughout the nation; he will be unfor- 
gotien in Texas whilst either history or tradition 
lives. Texas haslost one of the bright and staunch 
| pillars of her edifice; and she has no material to 

replace him in this body. Mr. President, I offer 
the following resolutions: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





i} 
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1] 


Resolved, That the members of the Senate, from a sincere 
desire of showing every mark of respect due to the memory 
of the Hon. Tuomas J. Rusk, deceased, late a Senator from 


| Resolved, ‘That, as. an additional mark of respect for the 
] memory of the Hon. Tuomas J. Russ, the Senate do now 


|| adjourn. 


is generally expected from the intimate friends, or 
| political associates of the deceased, and my apol- 
ogy, if any might seem necessary, for my few 


| culty, and to the army—he identified himself with || remarks on this occasion, will, I think, be found 


it, its privations, its sufferings, its difficulties. | 
He continued with it in the confidence of the com- | 
_mander-in-chief, rendering all the aid in his power | 
He 


in the facts I am about to state. 

It was my-fortune to be in charge of the Post 
Office Department in an unusual condition of po- 
litical affairs. A majority of Congress, in both 
branches, differed in political sentiment with the 
President and Cabinet. The chairmen of the dif- 
ferent committees, the ordinary,organs of inter- 
communication between the Departmentsand Con- 
gress, were not entertaining congenial political 
views with the heads of the Departments, and it 
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was not to be expected they would yield any very || 
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cheerful assistance to promote their views, and || trait is sketched by too partial a hand; but, sir, it 
advance their popularity; but would confinethem- || isnotso; whether we speak of him as a public man 


selves strictly to matters of duty to the public 
service, 


Rosx, chairman of the Post Office Committee of | 
the Senate, technically called ‘* the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads.’’ It was the first 
of my personal acquaintance with him. In our of- 
ficial intercourse I presented to him, frankly and | 
fully, ail my objects, purposes, and designs for 

the improvement andetiiciency of the Department, 

and took consultation with him as to all legisla- | 
tive action to effect it. This was by him as frankly | 


reciprocated, and all necessary aid and service in || 


this body, to effect these purposes, was, by him, | 


1] 
at all times, most cheerfully, and generally suc- || 


cessfully, accorded. No hesitation or neglect, for | 
einister or party effect, was by him ever mani- | 
fested. By this he became entitled not only to 
my confidence and respect, but to my admiration, 
and even my personal gratitude, which I regard | 
itas my high privilege here to acknowledge, as | 
due to his memory. 

During the two sessions of the last Congress I 


served with and under him on that same commit- | 


tee, and witnessed his services there and in this | 
body, presenting at all times the same traits in | 
his character. 
of great clearness of apprehension, soundness of | 
practical judgment, and inflexible integrity of pur- | 
pose. 
finements, he was never the dupe of the sophistry 

of himself or others. Unskilled in devices and 

expedients, he presented his objects and his prop- | 
ositions here with the frankness and clearness | 
with which he entertained them, in honest Saxon 


meritricious ornament. His arguments, like his | 
propositions, the result of an unsophisticated per- 

ception, were direct and undisguised, avoiding | 
alike all insinuation and all the crooked paths of | 
oblique approach and disguised indirection. By | 
this he secured not only the confidence he de- | 
sired, but the admiration which he never sought. | 


it was voluntarily accorded as due to an able and || 


an honest man. 

He was the true type of the American states- | 
man, as contradistinguished from the public man 
of Europe; less remarkable for extensive learn- 
ing and clerkly accomplishments, but more for the 
utilitarian powers of practical judgment and in- 
flexible integrity and resolution. 

Less I could not say, in justice to my own feel- 
ings of obligation, though much more | might say 
in justice to his worth, as a tribute to the memory | 
of General Rusx. 


Mr. GWIN., Mr. President, it is twenty-three 
years since I first met General Rosx, on the bor- 
ders of Texas. He was full of hope, and of en- 
terprise, and in the vigor of manhood, I shall 
never forget the impression he then made upon 
my mind. He seemed to me like one who was 
starting upon some great career, and destined to 
win the highest honors. I was struck with the 
simplicity and sincerity of his manners, the kind- 
ness of his social spirit, and that general tone of 
character which exhibited virtue, wisdom, and 
courage, in their mildest, most natural, and least | 
repellant forms. To me, sir, that period is full 
of interesting reminiscences, which awaken my 
heart, as well as my memory; and I cannot per- 
mit this melancholy occasion to pass without ex- 
pressing my deep regret for the loss of a friend so 
true, and a statesman so eminently wise and just. 

Our intimacy began with our first interview, and 
lasted until the close of his life. I feel his death 
more than I can express in words, and I am sure 
that the nation feels it profoundly. It is deeply 











1} 
|| it will be long before we look upon his like again. 
In this condition of affairs I found General | 


As seen by me, he was a man | 


Untrained and unspoiled in scholastic re- | 


|| set speeches, ait othe 
/ and watched with careful precision the direction | 


| or a private citizen, the Jeast we can say is, that 


| He was a very rare character, and possessed in 
'an eminent degree exceedingly rare qualities. 


‘| It was not merely that he was wise in counsel 


‘and great in action; but political difficulties ever 


| animated him, and public calamities did not un- 


nerve him; and he stood ever ready to act, never 
_ being in the way where he ought not to be, nor 
out of the way when needed, at all times and in 
|allthings. It was the combination of those dis- 
tinguished qualities that attracted towards him 
men of merit and high excellence, of whatever 

olitical cast or opinion, and which no less equally 
inclined him to esteem and respect many of his 
opponents. Not to speak of the living, it will be 
| remembered by some—and it must be a pleasant 
reminiscence to every liberal-minded statesman— 
that the most friendly relations, and the kindest 
| intercourse, existed, for many years prior to his 
| death, between him and the great Webster. It 


| 
| 


'| was rarely they ever opposed each other, except 


| in measures of the strictest party character, where 
they separated upon a difference of opinion as to 
| great principles. That, sir, was as it should be 
| between enlightened statesmen. They were men 
eminently fitted to keep this great Union together, 
| and to stand forth, in this respect, as an example 
| to the living and to posterity. 

General Rusk was truly a statesman in the high- 
est sense of the term. He had neither a single 
sectional line in his heart, nor one solitary, sinis- 
| ter, nor cross purpose in his mind; and | deeply 
deplore that he is not this day in our midst, in the 





| full fruition of all his experience and all his pow- 
words, despising all attempts at display and all | 


ers, for he was truly a man not only to be admired 
and beloved, but to be followed in council. He 
/was never disturbed by the lust of power. Its 
| grandeur had no seductive charms for him. He 
| more nearly resembled the great patriot, John 
| Hampden, of England, than any public man who 
| has lived since thattime. He had all his virtues 

and all his talents. They were alike in their habits 
of mind, of action, and of debate. They were 
cautious, but energetic; moderate, but decisive; 


| and never lost an inch of ground once gained. 
|, Their power wasalways progressive, They never 


surrendered, and in a final struggle were sure to 


| beirresistible. Neither of them was given to long, 
They listened patiently to others, 


and force of the discussion. Both were equall 
ready, and when they did speak, they saw intul- 
tively the pivot upon which the question turned, 
and dealt with that, and nothing else. They never 
started except from a vantage ground, because 
they made it a point to understand the whole sub- 
ject under consideration, and, that which is of 
equal importance, the true temper of the Houses 
they addressed. The manners of both were kind 
acid obtataben. They were neither of them ab- 
ject to the highest man who held position above 
them, nor did they manifest the slightest arro- 
gance towards those beneath them. The per- 
sonal influence of each was great, and their moral 
| power still greater. Theircommon sense and in- 
/domitable perseverance were unsurpassed, and 
_ they were equally fitted for the Senate, or the Cab- 
| inet; for war, onpeace; for revolution, or the hap- 
pier destinies ofa quiet, safe,and orderly Govern- 
| ment. They were both heroes and wise statesmen; 
| alike consummate actors, and skillful and practical 
reasoners. Hampden excelled in a classical edu- 
cation, and passed at the full meridian of age into 
the first British conflict with the house of Stuart. 
Our lamented Senator was taught earlier in life, in 
the more vivid school ofa fiercer revolution, which 
| created a nation and constructed a new Govern- 





impressed upon the hearts and memories of all || ment, where the mind being tasked to greater in- 


who knew him—of all who had reason to seek 
his counsel—of the injured who had need to ap- 
ply for redress, to the unerring preeision of his 
justice, and, upon none more sincerely than the 
members of this body who have long borne with 
him the cares of State. Sir, it may be said of him 
that his good deeds, his noble virtues, his unsur- 
sed jud t, and far-seeing city in pub- 

ic affairs, were indelibly impressed in illuminated 

characters throughout the political pathway of his 
life. ‘To speak of him as he truly was, is almost 


vention for practical experiments to be adapted to 
a mixed and untried people, might learn more and 
treasure more. ‘The one studied Homer with 
superior advantages, and was for the last years 
of his life a great actor himself; but the other, 
from the first, even in his political rudiments, was 
like one of Homer’s heroes in the full tide of suc- 
cessful advancement. He who reads the classical 
historian may doubtless learn much, and would 


have before him the faint pictorial of the deeds of 


others, traced by the pen of a lucid writer, but, 


| his remarkable and patriotic prototype. 


January 19, 


to excite suspicion in the stranger that this por- | if an actor himself in like great events, he would 


| be part of them and see the living picture itself 
’ 


|, and become more profoundly instructed in the 


“actions and the characters of men. With that 
| difference in the means for the early mental de. 
| velopment of these two distinguished Statesmen 
| it is probable that the schooling of our great 
| American Senator was the more profound, jn. 
| structive, and practical, and that this far more 
| than counterbalanced the earlier advantages of 


| Atany rate, in distant countries, and at remote 
|| periods in history, these two statesmen have pre. 
sented a similitude of character equally curious 

| striking, and attractive. They both passed from 
| life at an early period. The revolutionary ger. 

vices of the patriotic Briton were the last of his 
history; but the wars of the American Senator 
| began with his entrance into public life, and it 





|| egyric. 


ee 
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| was amidst such trying scenes that he first re. 
_ ceived in his early manhood the lessons of State. 
He was already a hero and a statesman before he 
was introduced to the acquaintance of his coun. 
|trymeninthis Chamber. He had passed throyoh 
the revolution of Texas with distinguished and 
| unblemished honor. Indeed, throughout all his 
campaigns, triumphs attended him wherevei the 
| Lone Star of his country guided. When in the 
|Cabinet his wisdom was her shield and her 
| strength. To crown the full measure of his glory 
|in that infant Republic, his skillful and equal 
hand, as the chief justice of her highest court, 
fashioned and gave practical direction to her new 
| jurisprudence. 
| Thus, sir, he came before us, although a young 
| man, a practical statesman, full of all the honors 
which men delight to win and wear, and which 
| history records in her brightest pages as the chief 
distinction and glory of our race. 

How he grew in bis proportions here we have 
| all witnessed. What he would have been had he 
lived no man can tell; but the hearts of his coun- 
trymen will attest, that they have lost one of their 

reatest and most valued statesmen; one whom 
they had hoped to place in a higher and more re- 
sponsible position. 

What Junius has said of Lord Chatham will 
apply to him: 

** Recorded honors shall gather around his monumentand 


thicken over him. It is a solid fabric, and will support the 
laurels that adorn it.’’ 


Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, in funeral cere- 
monies it is not any of those who were the com- 
panions at the hearthstone of the dead, but some 
one who sustained only public relations to him 
| that is expected to pronounce the customary pan- 
On this ground, I should claim the priv- 
|| ilege of being silent on this occasion if I thought 
| that my connection with -the late Mr. Rusk was 
| rightly understood. It is true that I was not his 
kinsman, nor his neighbor, nor even his political 
| associate. I was, nevertheless, attached to him 
| by bonds strong as the charity that consecrates 
| even those relations. But they were peculiar 
bonds. I was his captive, an adversary over- 
| powered, overcome, and conquered by his gener- 
| osity in my first encounter with him here in this 
| field of sectional strife, released on parol, a pris- 
| oner at large, but devoted to him by gratiiude for 
| the period of my whole life. In that character I 
| follow the hearse which is bearing him away from 
our sight. Since I must speak, nature shall have 
its way, and my utterances, proceeding not from 
study but from feeling, shall tell less of his great 
worth than of my own great loss. 

All the world knows that Tuomas J. Rusk was 
brave and heroic, and yet prudent and patient in 
the camp and in the field. These were the vir- 
tues which distinguished him here, and they 
were chiefly the means of his success in the Sen- 
ate. He knew no fear of opgemeign raised by 
either prejudice or passion. He undertook noth- 
ing without first balancing all the chances of 
success, and gathering in and combining all the 
available agencies necessary to secure it; and he 
maintained perfect equanimity until all resistance 
was overcome. As he was without fear, so he 
was also free from jealousy and fromenvy. Thus 
happily constituted, he tolerated in all others the 
same fidelity to their own characters and the same 
loyalty to the interests they represented which he 
bore to his own instincts and to the interests con- 
fided to his care. He despised art, trick, and 
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cunning, and advanced always directly towards | 
his appointed end. If he was sometimes irritated 
at seeming injustice, or misapprehension, he cor- | 
rected his error without even waiting for com- 
aint or explanation. I doubt whether any set- 
ting sun, during his whole life, ever witnessed 
his anger. : L 

As he was manifestly unassuming and unaf- 
fected, 80, for aught that 1 could ever see or hear, 
he was altogether unambitious, He practiced no | 
fattery. lam sure that no sensible man ever of- | 
fred him adulation. He was not, in any degree, 
sectional in his policy; but he aimed always at 
theadvancementand’aggrandizement of his whole 
country. Hence, fortifications, improvement of 
roads, rivers, and lake navigation, everywhere 
within our national jurisdiction, and explorations 
and extended navigation, and telegraph commu- 
nication with all accessible regions without it, in 
every part of the globe—these were the achieve- 
ments he made, these are the monuments of wis- 
dom and patriotism which he has left among us. 
it was in the studies connected with these meas- 


ures that my acquaintance with him ripened into | 


anardent friendship. Each of us deplored his ig- 


norance of the regions concerning which we were | 
legislating, and as they seemed to us to be growing | 
world-wide, we spoke, half seriously and half | 


imaginatively, of going together to enlarge our 
knowledge, in a voyage around the world. 
it was a thing easier to conceive than to execute; 
and though it might never be executed, it was still 
pleasant to contemplate. 

I saw him last at the late special session of the 
Senate, called to inaugurate a new Administration. 
| demanded of him that he should cause one per- 
sonal and political friend of mine, but who was 
inoffensive, and a competent and faithful officer, 


to beretained in a subordinate post under the new | 


Administration. He promptly responded, pleas- 
antly adding, that he would make the granting of 
my request a condition of his own loyalty to the 
new powers. 
own sunny land, and [ to my home under the 
genial north star. 

On the last day of August, I was reéntering the 


; 
| 


We separated. He went to his | 
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But || tories for bills and resolutions; the pending ques- 


| 





port of Quebec, after a voyage of thirty days, in 
search of health along the inhospitable coasts of 
Labrador. The sympathies of home and country, 
so long suppressed, were revived within me, and 
I was even meditating new labors and studies- 
here, when the pilot, who came on board, handed 

me a newspaper which announced the death of 

theSenator from Texas. My first emotions were 

those of sadness and sorrow over this bereavement 

ofa personal friend. When these had had their 
time, [ tried to divine why it was, that he, among 

all the associates whom I honored, esteemed, and 

loved here, was thus suddenly and prematurely 
withdrawn from the scene of our common labors; 

he, for whom I thought higher honors were pre- 

paring, and a fuller wreath was being woven; he, 

who seemed to me to stand a monument against 
which the waves of faction must break, if ever 

they should be stirred up from their lowest depths; 
he, in short, with whom I thought I might do 

so much, and without whom I could do almost 
nothing, to magnify and honor the Republic. 

That question could not solve. I cannot solve 
it now. It is only another occasion in which I 
am required to trust, where I am not permitted to 
know, the ways of the Great Disposer. 

Mr. President, the teeming thoughts of this 
solemn hour bring up once more before me the 
manly formand beaming countenance of my friend, 
though itis but for that formal parting which has, 
until now, been denied me. Farewellnoble patriot; 
heroic soldier, faithful statesman, generousfriend ; 
loved by no means the least, although among the 
last of friends secured. I little thought that our 
whisperings about travels over earth’s fairest 
lands and broadest seas, were only the sugges- 
tions of our inward natures to prepare for the sad 
journey that leads through the gates of death. I 

© not doubt that for yourself, death is gain, since 
the event was appointed by Him who doeth all 
things well. It is best for me also, for it loosens 


another one of the bonds that bind me to the | 


earth, divests the common fate of one more of its 
terrors, and creates, through the hope of reunion, 
an aspiration for a better life beyond the 
ve, 
The resolutions were unanimously agreed to 
and the Senate adjourned. am 


|| Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Corning, Davidson, Davis of 





| 


i 





\| [Mr. Smiru,] to apportion the clerks and messen- || 








OBE. 


—— 
\| bers of the House, since this bill has been intro- 
|| duced, and I wish to say that I withdraw my 
| motion for reference to the Committee on the Ju- 
} diciary, and move to refer it toa select commit- 
|| tee. I would name “seven’’ as the number of 
| that committee, but would accept the modifica- 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE. | tion of any gentleman in the House proposing to 

The SPEAKER announced, as the committee | make it a larger number; and I would say, that 
to investigate the conduct and accounts of the late |) if a select committee is ordered, and | should be 


Doorkeeper, Messrs. Hucnes, Jenxins, Poavi- | “PO? the committee, the views and wishes of the 
ANCE, BRYAN, and THompson |, gentlemen of the House would be consulted in 


| reference to 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. Mr. BURNETT. Is this question debatable? 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to state that I 


The SPEAKER. It is not. 
voted against the resolution moved by the gen- Mr. BURNETT. Then I object. 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Zotiicorrer] to in- | Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I do not want to de- 
struct the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire | 


bate it. 
into the expediency of reporting a bill to regulate |, | Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish to move to add instruc- 
and restrain the Immigration or importation into | 


tions to this motion of reference. 
the United States of foreign paupers and crimi- |; The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
nals, under a misapprehension. I supposed the | competent todo 80, under the order of the House. 
vote was upon a motion to lay the resolution upon || The order contemplates nothing but the reading 
the table. I should have voted for the resolution || of bills and their reference. The order is, that 
if | had understood the question. 


'each member may introduce, by leave, without 
APPORTIONMENT OF CLERICAL OFFICES. 


| debate, as many bills as he may desire, for refer- 
|| ence only. 
The SPEAKER stated that the first business Mr. GIDDINGS. 
in order was the completion of the order of yes- 
terday, directing the call of the States and Terri- 
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Is it not in order to instruct 

| the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
in order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. As the Chair decides that 

_ instructions cannot be given, I would inquire if 

, an objection would defeat its introduction ? 

The SPEAKER. Objection will net defeat the 
ers of the several Departments of the United || bill. Bills introduced under the order of the House 
tates Government, in the city of Washington, || yesterday are under the control of a majority of 

among the several States and Territories and the || the House, as far as the first and second reading 

District of Columbia. /and the referring of the bills are concerned. A 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I ask the unani- || single objection does not defeat it. 
mous consent of the House to allow me toreport || Mr. WARREN. Lask to have the bill reported, 
two bills, in order that they may be referred and |; in order to see whether it includes the chief clerks 

rinted. | and heads of bureaus. I would like to have this 

Mr. HARLAN. I object. | bill complete. 

The SPEAKER. Upon the motion of the gen- | The SPEAKER. Noamendment is in order, 
tleman from Tennessee, which is the eS | Mr. WARREN. If the bill is reported, and I 
| 
| 


tion being upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to lay upon the table the 
bill introduced by the gentleman from Illinois, 


question, the yeas and nays were ordered. find that those officers are not included, I want to 

The question was taken; and it was decided in || appeal to the gentleman to modify it. 
the negative—yeas 43, nays 142; as follows: he SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot mod- 

YEAS—Meesrs. Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, Caskie, || ify it. It has been read twice. 

Mr. WARREN. Then I hope the committee 
will modify it. 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order to say 
anything in favor of that reference ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I would suggest the pro- 
priety of so amending the bill as to make the ap- 
portionment according to the free population. I 
think under that the Democrats of the gentleman’a 
district would fare better. 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
refer to the Committee on the Judiciary; and it 
was decided in the negative—ayes 50, noes 114. 

The bill was then ordered to be referred toa 
select committee of seven. 

The SPEAKER announced that the presenta- 
tion of bills and resolutions was still in order, 
and called for bills and resolutions from the State 
of Illinois. 


DEPOSITS IN UNITED STATES TREASURIES. 


Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill to authorize 
the deposit of gold and silver coin, bullion, and 
gold dust, in the treasuries therein named, and 
the issuance of certificates therefor, convenient 
for use and circulation; which was read a first and 
second time; and he asked that it be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think that that bill should 
go to the Committee of Ways and Means, which 
commiitee has charge of such matters of legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
taking that direction. 

It was so referred. 


| PURCHASE AND ENTRY OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following reso- 


Maryland, Dowdell, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Groes- 
beck, Hawkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Jacob M. Kunkel, 
Landy, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Mott, 
Nichols, Pendleton, Phillips, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, 
William Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, Miles Taylor, Trippe, 
Whiteley, and Zollicoffer—43. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Anderson, Andrews, Atkins, 
Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, 
Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burns, Burroughs, 
Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, 
Clawson, Clemens, Clingman, Clark B. Cochrane, Cock- 
erill, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of 
Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, 
Edmundson, English, Farnsworth, Foley, Foster, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Giddings, Gilman, Goodwin, Granger, Greenwood, 
Gregg, Lawrence W. Hail, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hateh, Hickman, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Huy- 
ler, Kellogg, Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Lawrence, 
Leach, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Ma- 
son, Maynard, Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Isaac N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Niblack, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pike, Potter, Pot- 
tle, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Ricaud, 
Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Russell, Saudidge, Scales, Sear- 
ing, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, 
Shorter, Robert Smith, Stanton, James A. Stewart, Wil- 
liam Stewart, Talbot, ‘T'appan, Thayer, Thompson, Under- 
wood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Warren, Cad- 
walader C. Washiburne, Elliiu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watkins, Wilson, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Wor- 
tendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright—142. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question recurred upon the motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to propose an amend- 
ment to the bill, if it is in order. 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Would it be in order to 
strike out ‘* States,’’ and insert ‘* congressional | 
districts ?’’ 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the 
= eee The motion is to refer. 

r. STON. I hope the gentleman will aed $ 
| modify his motion, so as eS send a hill to a se- || lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
lect committee. || Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


Saat || structed to inquire into the propriety of preventing, by taw, 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I have had some || the entry or purchase, at public sale, of more than three 


conversation with the honorable chairman of the || hundred and twenty acres of public lands by any one per- 
Committee on the Judiciary, and with other mem- || sor, within uny sngle period of five years, and that no pat- 











I have no objection to its 
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ent issue for such lands, until some portion thereof, to be 
determined by law, shall be in actual cultivation by the per- 
eon purchasing or entering the same, or his heirs. 


BAYLISS'S BATTALION OF ILLINOIS MILITIA. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill for the 


relief of the officers and soldiers of Major Bay- 
hiss’s battalion of the Llinois militia; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
IMPROVEMENT OF CHICAGO HARBOR. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH also introduced a bill to 
continue the improvement of the harbor at Chi- 
cago, on Lake Michigan; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH submitted the following 


resolulion: 


Resolved, That a select committee of fifteen members be 
appointed by the Speaker of this House, whose duty itshall | 
he totake into consideration, and report to this House by bill | 
or otherwise, the propriety and expediency of constructing | 
a railroad from the Atlantic States to the Pacific, and that 
so much of the President’s message as refers to a Pacific | 
railroad be referred to such committee. 


Several members objected. 
POST ROUTES IN ILLINOIS. 


Mr. SHAW, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution ; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Rouds be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab 
lishing a post route from the town of Mattoon, in Coles 
county, lilinois, by way of the towns of Paradise and Green- 
land, to Vandalia, in Fayette county,in said State. 

Mr. SHAW, of Illinois, also introduced a bill 
to establish a mail route from Olney, Illinois, by 
way of St. Marie and Newton, in Jasper county, 
to a point on the eastern branch of the central 
railroad of that State; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


AUDITING OF CERTAIN ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I objected yesterday 
toa resolution offered by the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky, {[Mr. Mason.] Since that time I have made | 
myself more familiar with its merits, and am sat- | 
istied of the propriety of its passing. I am willing 
to intrust the gentleman from Kentucky with any 
interest of this Government without bond or se- 
curity. I therefore now offer it. Itis as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Accounts be authorized | 
to settle, On just and equitable principles, certain accounts 
now on file ta the Clerk’s office, for services rendered this 


flouse during the last session, and since the adjournment | 
of the last Congress ; and that the said committee be further 


, consider a permanent and fair basis for the future. 
|} That is all. 


| will countenance any extravagance 


authorized to allow the Clerk of this House to employ such || 


temporary or permanent force, as, on investigation by said | 
committee, may be deemed necessary for extra labor grow- | 
ing Out of the removal from the main building of the Capitol 
to the south wing; and lo organize properly the clerks, dcor- | 
keepers, and post office of the House of Representatives. | 


Mr. MORGAN. What is that about increase 
of force? 

Mr. MASON. Iwill explain. This Hall is 
larger than the old one, and more permanent force 
willconsequently be required of some kinds, while 
we may be able to do with less of other kinds, 

Mr. MORGAN. Let me ask if it is designed | 
by this resolution to employ any additional per- | 
manent force? 

Mr. MASON. If gentlemen do not choose to 
trust the committee, let them move to amend the | 
resolution so as to require the committee to report | 
to the House. But there are a great many small | 
matters which hardly need to be brought before 
the House. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let the committee report to 
the House, so that we may have something to 
say about the matter, 





| 
| 
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ir. MASON. The committee have no objec- | 


uon to any kind of scrutiny which the House | 
may deem necessary. 


Mr. MORGAN. The resolution is altogether | 


too broad. ) 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask for a 

division of the question. It is only to the latter | 

»ortion of the resolution that the gentleman from 


I object to it. 1] 


New York objects. It is very important that the | 
first part of the resolution, which relates to the | 


settlement of accounts now on file, should pass. || 


ii 


The other is a distinct 


The SPEAKER. 


roposition, 
he Chair would suggest 


that, under the order of the House, it would be | 


j 
a 


i} 
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better for the resolution to be modified, so as to | structed across the Mississippi river, at Rock Island, in the 


strike out the last clause. 

Mr. STEPHENDS, of Georgia. 
vote on the first part. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I will modify the 
resolution as suggested, and offer the latter portion 
of it afterwards as a separate proposition. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is this the reso- 
lution which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Mason] offered yesterday from the Committee on 
Accounts ? . 

Mr. MASON. Itis. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope it will not 
be divided. If itis objected to now, the gentle- 
man can present it whenever his committee is 
called for reports. I think the latter part of it is 
more important, perhaps, than the first part of it. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands that 
objection is made to the latter part. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir; but I should be very 
glad to see the first part of the resolution adopted. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I modify the reso- 
lution so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be authorized 
to settle, on just and equitable principles, certain accounts 
now on file in the Clerk’s office, for services rendered this 


House during the last session, and since the adjournment 
of the last Congress. 


Let us havea 


The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I now offer the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Accounts be authorized 
to allow the Cierk of this House to employ such temporary 
or permanent force, as, on investigation by said committee, 
may be deemed necessary for extra labor growing out of the 
removal from the main building of the Capitol to the south 
Wing; and to Organize properly the clerks, doorkeepers, and 
post office of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. MORGAN. I object to that. 

Mr. MASON. If the House will allow me, I 
will make one statement. The committee have 
been investigating, very laboriously, what it is 
necessary to do with regard to these officers, and 
have pretty much come toa conclusion on the sub- 
ject. The House need not fear that the committee 
They only 
desire to provide the necessary acconmodation 
formembers. There has been a great deal of dis- 
organization aboutthis House. It would save us 
a great deal of labor, and would save the House 
a great deal of trouble, if these departments were 
organized for the future. I do not care a great 
deal about the past. Gentlemen may investigate 
as much as they choose about corruptions in the 
past. It is a business which I do not care to go 
into. But we want to put them now on what we 


The SPEAKER. The resolution is objected-to. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1 would further 
modify the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts inquire and 
report to the House as to the expediency of allowing the 
Clerk of this House to employ such temporary or permanent 
force as, on investigation by said committee, may be deemed 
necessary for extra labor growing out of the removal from 
the main building of the Capitol to the south wing, and to 
organize properly the clerks, doorkeepers, and post office 
of the House of Representatives, with leave to report at any 
tume. 


Mr. MORGAN. That is satisfactory to me. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If there be no ob- 
jection, I would propose, as an amendment, to 
discharge the other select committee on the sub- 

ect. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
amendment. 

The resolution as thus modified was adopted. 


LOWER RAPIDS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, asked leave to offer 
the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
respectfully requested to furnish to this House, at the earliest 
practicable moinent, the following information : 

1. The gross amcunt expended on the improvement of the 
lower rapids of the Mississippi river. 

2. The amount of appropriations for the improvement of 
said rapids still unexpended. 

3. The amount expended upon them in each year. 

4. The amount, nature, and kind of work done, and the 
estimate thereof. 

5. What amount of the appropriations for the improve- 
ment of said rapids has been expended for machinery, boats, 
&e., and what has been done with the same. 

6. The name or names of the person or persons to whom 
the contract or contracts tor improving said rapids were let. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
they are hereby, respectfully reguested to report to this 
House, in writing, whether, in their opinion, the bridge con- 


I accept that as an 








j 


State of Illinois, is a serious obstruction to the 
successful navigation of said river, and that, if they deem jy 
necessary, they have power to send for persons and Papers 


Mr. KELSEY. I believe that something |i, 


free and 


_ the second resolution has been offered before 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 


EXECUTIVE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, offered the followino 
g 


| resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed ty 
examine into and report to this House, whether, in py t 
opinion, any change is required in the existing laws provid 
ing for and governing the public printing connected with 
any of the Executive Departments or bureaus. - 


Mr. LETCHER. I object to this resolution, 


unless it goes to one of the regular committess 
| Everything is being sent to special COMMilters, 


| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


and nothing to the regular committees of the 
House. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I am well aware that 
it is not in order to disctiss the resolution at this 
| time; but I ask permission of the House to say q 
| word or two in regard to it. ? 
| Mr. BILLINGHURST. I object. 

I will modify the 
resolution so as to refer it to the select committee 
already raised. 

Mr. LETCHER. Here we have aselect com. 
mittee organized for a particular purpose; and 
now it is proposed to refer other matter to it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sees no difficulty 
| in referring this resolution to the select committe 
| on printing already raised. Itis perfectly com. 
petent for the House to so refer it. 

The resolution was referred to the select com. 
mittee on printing. 


ADDITIONAL POST ROUTES IN MISSOuRI. 


| Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, submitted the fol. 

lowing resolution; which was read and agreed to; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a mail route from Canton, in Lewis county, Mis- 
| souri, by the way of Monticello, Newark, Edina, Kirksville, 
Milan, and Trenton, to Gallatin, in Davis county ; also from 
Boonville, in Cooper county, by the way of Boonsboro and 
Glasgow, in Howard county, Missouri; also from Hunts- 
ville, by the way of Fort Clay, Breckinridge, and McGe> 
College, and Bloomington, in Macon county, Missouri; 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


MILITARY POSTS. 

Mr. PHELPS introduced a bill to establish cer- 
tain military posts on or near to the road made by 
| Lieutenant Colonel J. E. Johnston, leading from 

Missouri to the Territory of New Mexico; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Miitary Affairs. 


ADDITIONAL POST ROUTES. 


Mr. PHELPS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
| lishing a post road from Marshfield to St. Luke, in the State 
of Missouri. 


BOUNTY LAND TO TEAMSTERS. 


|. Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I submit the follow: 

ing resolution: * 

Whereas, inany applications for bounty land, made by 
teamsters, who served during the war with Mexico, in the 
Indian country, with troops who were mustered into the 
service for and during said war, have been rejected upo 
the technical ground that the applicant had ‘* not beea 
, marched to the seat of war:’? Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the justice and expediency of so amending the existing 
law as to provide for such teamsters and wagon-masters as 
may have served a sufficient length of time, whether they 
were marched to Mexico or not. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 
ADDITIONAL POST ROUTES. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the necessity of establishing a post road 
from Fort Des Moines, Lowa, via St. Joseph and West, 
| Missouri, to Topeka, in Kansas Territory ; and that tie) 
report by bill or otherwise. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT ST. JOSEPH. 


: . ! 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, asked leave to suv- 
mit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce ingtire !2™ 
| the necessity and expediency of erecting a marine bovp' 
| at the city of St. Joseph, in the State of Missouri; aud Uist 
| they report by bili or otherwise. 


Mr. CLEMENS objected. 
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CARONDELET. 


Mr. DLATR introduced a bill for the relief of 
the city of Carondelet; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 





— 


mittee on Private Land Claims. 


cOURT-HOUSE, ETC., AT JEFFERSON CITY. || 
Mr. WOODSON presented joint resolutions of || 


the Legislature of Missouri, instructing her Sen- 
qorsand requesting her Representatives to ask for 
an appropriation to build a court-house and post 
ofice in Jefferson city, Missouri; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT KANSAS CITY. 


Mr. WOODSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; Which was read and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 


eructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port || 


of entry at Kansas City, in the State of Missouri, and that 
how report by bill or otherwise. 


RAILROAD GRANTS. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD introduced the following 
pills; which were severally read a first and second 
time by their tides, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands: 

A bill granting to the States of Missouri, Ark- 
ansas, and Louisiana, public lands in alternate 


sections to aid in the construction of a railroad | 
from Springfield, Missouri, via Bentonville, Fay- 
eiteville, Van Buren, Fort Smith, and Fulton, in | 
the State of Arkansas, to Shreveport, Louisiana. , 


A bill granting lands in alternate sections to the 
States of Arkansas and Missouri to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from the city of Bates- 


ville, Independence county, via Springfield to In- | 


dependence, in the State of Missouri, with a 
branch from Batesville to the crossing of the 
Cairo and Fulton railroad, on White river. 
STEALING NEGROES. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be re- 
quested to inquire into the propriety of providing, by law, 


forthe punishment of the crime of negro stealing in the 
Indian country. 


Mr. BLISS. I object. 
AMOS AND J. E. KENDALL. 


Mr. GREENWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the papers in the case of Amos and J. E. || 


Kendall be withdrawn from the files of the House, and be 
referred to the Court of Claims, the Senate having given 
their claims that direction. 


J. ROSS BROWNE’S REPORT. 


Mr. GREENWOOD submitted the following | 


resolution; which was read and agreed to: 
Resolved, ‘That the Seeretary of the Interior be requested 


to inunicate to the House the report of J. Ross Browne, 
speCfal age. tof the Indian department, on the Indian affairs | 


of Oregon and Washington Territories. 
GRADUATION ACT. 


Mr. GREENWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 
structed to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill ap- 
plying the provisions of the act known as the graduation 
act, to such lands as lie within the six miles on either side 


ofrailroads,to which grants of public lands have been made, 
to aid in their construction. 


KANSAS HA®¥-BREED INDIANS. 


Mr. GREENWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to report to this House, at as early a day as practicable, 
any information that may be in his possession, as to the 
condition of the reserves secured to the Kansas half-breed 
Indians, under treaty of 1825 ; and whether said Indians, or 
their heirs, or any part of them, are in possession of said 
reservations, together with his opinion as to the policy and 
propriety of taking the necessary steps to extinguish the 
Indian title to the reserves, under any treaty with said In- 
dians, in said Territory of Kansas, protecting the rights of 


the Indians, and giving to the said Indians the fee in said 
reserves, 


HOT SPRINGS OF THE OUACHITA, ARKANSAS, 


Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to authorize 
the investigation and determination of asserted 
utles to the hot springs of the Ouachita, in the 
State of Arkansas; which was read a first and 
Second time, and referred to the Committee on the 


HARBOR OF MONROE, MICHIGAN. 


Mr. WALDRON introduced a bill making an | 


1 appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
| of Monroe, Michigan; which was read a first and 
|| second time, and referred to the Committee on 


|, Commerce. 

i] HENRY TRIPP. 

| Mr. WALDRON also introduced a bill au- 
| thorizing the grant of bounty land to Henry 
| Tripp; which was read a first and second time, 


| and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| slons. 

| STACY LAMPHERE. 

| Mr. WALDRON also introduced a bill for the 
relief of Stacy Lamphere; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


MALACHI F. RANDOLPH. 


|| relief of the widow of Malachi F. Randolph; 

which was read a first and second time, and re- 

ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
HARBORS OF MICHIGAN. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE introduced the following 


Mr. WALDRON also introduced a bill for the | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 


ment of the harbor of Marquette, in the State of 
Michigan; 


A bill making an appropriation for the improve- 


| ment of the harbor of Ontonagon, in the State of 


Michigan; and 


A bill making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at the mouth of the Manis- 


' tee, in the State of Michiean. 


DEATH OF HON. THOMAS J. RUSK. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


|} Aspury Dickins, their Secretary, communicat- 


ing the proceedings of the Senate upon the death 


|| of the Hon. Tuomas J. Rusk, late Senator from 


| Texas. 


bills; which were severally read a first and second | 


| time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
| merce, viz: 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
| struction of a harbor at the mouth of the Muske- 
| gon river, in the State of Michigan; 


| of Michigan; 

A bill making an appropriation for completing 
the harbor at St. Joseph, in the State of Mich- 
igan; 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at New Buffalo, in the State 
of Michigan; 
|| A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of the Kala- 
| mazoo river, in the State of Michigan; and 
A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
| struction of a harbor at South Black river, in the 
| State of Michigan. 


{| NUMBER OF TROOPS IN KANSAS. 
|| Mr. WALBRIDGE also asked leave to intro- 


duce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to far- 
nish this House with a statement showing the number of 


A bill making an appropriation for the con- | 
struction of a harbor at Black Lake, in the State | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


' 
j 
} 
| 
| 


The resolutions of the Senate were read, and 


are as follows: 


In THe Senate OF THE UNITED Srates, 
January 19, 1858. 
Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sineere desire of showing every mark of respeet due 
to the memory of the Hon. Tuomas J. Rusx, deceased, late 


| a Senator from the State of Texas, will go into mourning, 


by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 
Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional mark of 


| respect for the memory of the Hon. Tuomas J. Rusk, the 


Senate do now adjourn. 


Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these resolu- 
tions to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, the announce- 
ment just made of the death of General Tnomas 
J. Rusk, late a Senator from the State of Texas, 
calls for another pause in the ordinary business 
of this House, and for the performance of our 
last solemn duty, as a body, to the memory of a 


| great and good man. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


United States troops now stationed in the Territory of Kan- | 


sas, together with the number of such troops stationed and 


the lst. day of January, 1855. 


|| Mr. CLEMENS objected. 
REPORT OF COLONEL J. D. GRAHAM. 
‘|| Mr. LEACH asked leave to offer the following 


| resolution: : 

| r 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
| communicate to this House the last annual report of Lieu- 
|| tenant Colonel J. D. Graham, touching the commerce and 


harbors in his district, not included in the report heretofore 
made to this House. 


| 

| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object. 

| Mr. LEACH. If the House will indulge me 

| in one word of explanation, I think the gentleman 
will withdraw the objection. A few days since 
the gentleman-from Wisconsin [Mr. Bitiine- 


| 
|| 
HURST] introduced a resolution, calling for similar | 
|| informationin regard to the harbors and commerce | 
: 


|| of Lake Michigan. That resolution was adopted 
'| by the House, and the Secretary of War has re- 
'| sponded to it. It is equally important that we 
should have inforthation with reference to Lakes 
| Erie, St. Clair, and Superior, and particularly in 
| reference to Lake Superior, where the copper and 
| iron business is of importance to the whole nation, 
| and is a growing one upon the shores of that lake. 
|| Itis important that this House should understand 
|| the condition of the commerce and of the harbors 
‘| on that lake. 

| I hope the gentleman will withdraw his objec- 
| tion. 

The objection was not withdrawn. 


| HARBORS ON LAKE MICHIGAN. 
| Mr. LEACH introduced the following bills; 


|| which were severally read a first and second time, 
/ and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 
|| A bill making anappropriation for the improve- 





|| ment of the Saginaw river, in the State of Mich- | 


|| gan; 
| A bill making an appropriation for the improve- 


being in said Territory on the first day of each month since | 





| 
| 





| 


General Rusk was a native of the State of South 
Carolina, where he studied law, and commenced, 


| in comparative obscurity, the great business of 


life. He subsequently removed to the State of 
Georgia, and, in 1835, to Texas. The struggle for 
the independence and separate national existence 
of Texas, had then begun, and that love of jus- 
tice and of right—that manly courage and lofty 
patriotism which so distingutshed his after years, 
induced him at once to identify his fortunes with 
those of the brave spirits there, who had learned 
the value of freedom and equality, and had de- 
termined to meet the perils of war rather than 
submit to the loss of their civil and religious lib- 


erty. 

nt is not my purpose now to notice in detail the 
many historic events in the life of General Rusx. 
This will be the pleasing duty of the historian, 
Nor is it my object to pronounce a formal eulogy 
upon his life and services. But I come to offer the 


|| grateful tribute of the brave and generous people 


he has so often commanded in battle, and so long, 
so ably, so faithfully served in the councils of the 
State and nation. 

As commander of a volunteer company; as aid 
to General Stephen A. Austin; as the first Seere- 
tary of War of the Republic of Texas; as the first 
chief justice of the Republic of Texas; as major 
general of the militia of the Republic of Texas, 
charged with important duties, and clothed with 
large powers; asa member of the convention which 
formed the constitution of the Republic of Texas; 
as amember of the Congress of the Republic of 
Texas; as president of the convention which 
formed the constitution of the State of Texas; as 
a Senator in the Congress of the United States; 
as an eminent and successful lawyer; as an unos- 
tentatious and loyal citizen, ever respecting the 
laws, the religion, the institutions, and the Gov- 
ernment of his country; asa devoted husband and 
affectionate father—though he has failen in the 
meridian of his manhood—he has filled the full 
measure of acitizen, a soldier, a patriot, a states- 
man and hero, to whom the eitizens of Texas 
will continue to point with pleasure and with pride 
as long as their hearts shall continue to beat with 
the pride of chivalry, and the love of pure and 
unspotted integrity, and exalted and unselfish 
patriotism. ; 

General Rusx possessed a mind of uncommon 
clearness and strength, and a constitution and 
physical vigor capable of great labor and endu- 
rance; a commanding and noble person; a pleas- 
ant and vivacious temperament; was fond of anec- 
dote, and full of kindness and sympathy for the 
unfortunate of all grades and conditions. ladeed 
his love of justice, and candor, and truth, and his 
sympathy for, and readiness to espouse the cause 
of the unfortunate, or weak, or oppressed, might 
be said to have been his most prominent charac- 
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teristics. Always courteous and respectful to his | 
equals, he was kind and condescending to his in- 

feriors; often recognizing them, and hearing their 

suit, and contributing to their wants, under cir- 

cumstances which showed that he regarded the 

true dignity of man as consisting rather in acts of 
justice and mercy than in holding himself bound 

by the chains of ceremonial coldness which too 

often separate man from his fellow. 

He fought gal!antly the battles of his adopted 
eountry, and, while Secretary of War, beyond 
the idiniey duties of that station, he bore a most 
distinguished part on the glorious field of San 
Jacinto, and aided to add another to the roll of 
nations of free republican States, and to gild the 
southern horizon with the star of liberty, which 
once floated in lone and solitary grandeur over 
the broad and beautiful plains of Totes: but which 
now, inwreathed with the oak and the olive, beams 
with undiminished luster amid the grand armorial 
constellation in the dome above us, representing | 
at once the separate sovereignty and the national 
unity of the American States. 

Though he occupied many important stations, 
and though much of his life was spent in the dis- 
charge of official duty, he was fond of the retire- 
ment and quietude of private life, and generally | 
shunned rather than sought office. This was 
illustrated on several occasions in his life. 
was urged on more than one occasion to accept 
the presidency of the Republic of Texas, but | 
uniformly declined. And at the time of the last 

residential election there, | was informed that 
oth of the distinguished men who were candi- 
dates for that office, before their announcement, 
urged General Rusk to accept the position; and 
neither of them would have opposed him. But, 
when the presidency was thus at his command, 
without opposition, he declined to accept it. He 
refused the use of his name for the Vice Presi- 
diency of the United States, and has repeatedly 
discuuraged the mention of his name for the Pres- 
idency. 

As a soldier, he was brave and self-reliant; as 
an Officer, he was cautious and calculating; al- 
ways ready to expose his own person to danger, 
but never rashly exposing his men. 

As a statesman, he looked to a strict construc- 
tion of the Federal Constitution and the preser- 
vation of the rights of the States, as the surest, 
yea, the only means of maintaining the perma- 
nency of the Union, the equality of the States, and 
the liberties of the people, in the spirit in which 
these blessings were secured to us by our revolu- 
tionary fathers. And while he looked proudly on 
our past history, and on the extraordinary growth 
and progress of our common country, In phys- 
ical science, the arts, agriculture, and commerce; 
our advancement in moral science, in religion, in 
laws, in good government, and in all that tends 
to the civilization and improvement of his country | 
and his race; yet, as I learned from him buta few 
weeks before his death, he looked with fearful ap- | 
prehension to the continued and alarming agitation 
of the question of slavery, as tending to weaken his | 
high hopes of the future destiny of the Republic. | 


| 
| 
} 


a - 
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| him. And while we mourn his death, we doubly 
| mourn its manner. It is true, he fell by his own 
| hand; but that hand was not moved by the natu- 
ral impulses of his upright, generous heart, or 
_ guided by that reason and consciousness which 

ad so long distinguished him for his prudence 
and moderation. 

A severe domestic bereavement—the lossof the 


| wife who was the cherished idol of his early 


} 
! 
| 
| 
j 


| 





| ital of the State. 





manhood, and the guiding star of his after life; 
who, in prosperity and in adversity, in sickness 


| and in health, under all the varied fortunes of his 


life, had clung to him with a constant and unva- 


| rying devotion, had, by the inscrutable hand of 
| Providence, been taken from him. 


To this was 
added the many cares and perplexities his posi- 
tion had drawn upon him. And to these were 
added a disease which, it was thought, may have 
affected his spine and brain. And these combined 
causes, operating upon his keenly sensitive men- 
tal organization, it 1s believed, caused his reason 
to give way, and his struggling soul, unguided by 
consciousness, sought peace ijn death. 

As the purity of his heart, the prudence and 
moderation of his life, the extraordinary induce- 


| ments he had to desire a continuance of life, and 


the absence of any known inducement to desire 
his own destruction, exclude the idea that he 


He |} could have been conscious of the manner of his 


death, so they leave us room to hope and believe 
he will not be held accountable for it before the 
Eternal Judge. 

I will conclude what IT have to say, by adding 
that the Legislature of ‘Texas, responding to the 
general sentiment of sincere admiration, enter- 
tained by the people of that State, for the worth 
and services of General Rusk, has already made 
provision for the erection of his statue, at the cap- 
And a nation’s sorrow bears tes- 
timony that his fame and his usefulness were the 


| property of the whole country. 


I speak here, not.only as the representative of 


| the districtin which General Rusx has lived, ever 


since his immigration to Texas; but, as one who 
has seen him at his home, with his family, around 
his own fireside, amongst his neighbors, in the 
court-house, on the tented field, and in the blazing 
front of battle; the same pure, and just, and gen- 
erous, and noble man, atall timesand everywhere, 
more worthy of imitation, in his leading charac- 
teristics, than any other it has been my fortune 
to know. 

I move the adoption of the resolutions which I 


| send to the Clerk’s table. 


The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sorrow 
the announcement of the death of General Tuomas J. Rusk, 
late a Senator from the State of Texas. 

Resolved, That as a testimonial of respect for the deceased, 
the members and officers of this House will wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in relation 
to the death of General Tuomas J. Rusk, be communicated 
to the family of the deceased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deeeased, this House do now adjourn. 


Mr. KEITT. Mr. Chairman, the resolutions 


At the time of which I speak, he was consider- || before us communicate only official intelligence 


ing with great anxiety whether any means could 


of the death of the distinguished Senator from 


be adopted which would avert these dangers, and || Texas. The public voice has Poo been broken 
t 


secure, if possible, on a permanent basis, that fra- 
ternal good feeling, and mutual respect for the 
rights of each other, which should ever charac- 
terize the people of a nation so blessed with all 
the elements of happiness and prosperity as our 
own. He also condemned, with much earnest- 
ness, the new social theories and religious fanat- | 
icisms which have obtained a limited foothold in | 
parts of our country, as being full of delusion and 


into sobs over his bier; and it is fitting that we 
now, in our high estate, should celebrate a funeral 
tribute to his memory. On behalf, then, of the 
Commonwealth of South Carolina, on whose soil 
he was born, I lay a glove upon his freshly-closed 
grave. 

Sir, the symbols of mourning are thickening 
around us. At the very threshold of our legis- 
lative career we have been summoned away from 


of danger; and, as an evidence that he had rightly || the passions and strifes of political warfare, and 


estimated their importance, some of their bitter 
fruits are now upon the country. 

But, alas! with all his wisdom, with all his use- 
fulness, with all his goodness, with all his honors, 
with all the devotion of a confiding constituency, 
he is gone—gone from the family hearth-stone, 
from the domestic and social circles; no more to 
wave his proud plume in advance of his comrades 
in arms; no more to draw his keen sword in de- 
fense of liberty; no more to offer his wise counsels 
for the good of the nation; no more to offer the 
willing hand of charity to the needy; no more to 
offer consolation to the distressed; no more to offer 


carried to those last scenes of life, in which am- 
bitions are hushed and rivalries forever stilled. 
In the brief tract of time lying between the close 
of the last and the beginning of the present Con- 
gress, around how many of the trusted of the land 
have the curtains of time been clesely drawn? 
Men fresh from the Cabinet, and with the prestige 
of renown upon their brows; Senators covered 
with august and revered trophies; Representa- 
tives upholding the fasces of popular authority; 
all of these, coming from every portion of the 
Union, and drawing nearer and nearer,as they ad- 
vanced, have mingled in that ‘* dark and narrow 


kind and eneouraging counsel to the young and || house where all human glories enter’”’ and disap- 


deserving. The scenes of earth have closed upon 


pear forever. 


GLOBE. 


a — 








Over the loss of no one of these rose there a 
deeper —. grief than over that of the lamenteq 
Rusk. ith that intuitive sagacity which de. 
tects genuine merit, and that prescient forecas, 
which goes forth fearlessly to meet the future 
and anticipates events ere yet they are formed’ 
the big heart of the people felt that a great man 
had fallen; one whose step was upon the « round 
and top”’ of the republican ladder. General Rus, 
gravitated to superiority by the laws of his mental 
and moral nature. These carried him to distinc. 
tion, as the instincts of the eagle carry him above 
the mountains, up to the very sun. Certainly jr 
is a noble thing to bear, like a banner, a historica| 
name for a thousand oe and in turning to the 
past to see, looming through the night of ages, a 
series of figures, barded with iron, draped wih 
ermine, who resemble you, and bear the same 
name that you do; but it is a shallow philosophy 
that undervalues the efforts of him who starts g 
noble line. 

Born of humble parentage and to a narrow for. 
tune, young Rusk went forth to begin the warfare 
of life. Reared upén soil still wet with the blood 
of patriots; educated by stirring themes of heroic 
daring; and with a heart chastened by the sac. 
rifices and dowered with the wealth of our his. 
toricstruggle, he followed in the trackway of those 
great men who had hung our political heavens jp 
light and glory. The splendid courage and mag. 
nanimous sacrifices through which our independ- 
ence had been won and established, he displayed 
on behalf of that people whose cause he had es- 
poused, and on whose soil he lived. Jn the very 
front of the foremost men of Texas, he kept 
‘* watch and ward,’’ while the ** lone star” was 
blending its scattered rays into unity ere it wheeled 
upward to mingle its brightness with the blaze of 
the Federal constellation. 

As Secretary of War, he organized the resources 
of Texas; as military leader, he conducted her 
armies to victory; as legislator, he aided to estab- 
lish her civil polity; and as chief justice, he sys- 
tematized her jurisprudence. 

In walking back softly over the path he trod, 
we may well ask what high qualities of head and 
heart he had to win such signal success. Asan 
orator it was not given him to utter those burning 
words which sometimes electrify a whole people; 
those words which strike like a flash of liehtulae, 
which penetrate; which do not stay to be scanned, 
- ei Geena ee ters 

probed, vexed, and criticised ;’’ which illuminate 
and are gone; but with intuitive sagacity he cutto 
the heart of every measure, and realizing it and 
stripping it of extrinsic appliances, he presented 
it in a few short, sharp, abrupt sentences. Asa 
statesman, it was not his excellence to elaborate 
theories of civic economy, or expound the rudi- 
ments of government; but with a ready insight 
into the needs of society, he appreciated and ad- 
ministered the living principles upon which each 
phase of it rests and is founded. The eminent 
feature in General Rusx’s statesmanship was lls 
practicality. The power of his mind lay in the 
perfect equilibrium of all its forces. With equal 
facility he unwound the threads of delusion with 
which an opponent had encoiled his subject, and 
presented the construction and accumulation of 
proofs necessary to its elucidation. 

Truth is a ray shot from Divinity itself. He 
who seeks it, must seek itgreverent and afraid; 
must seek it in the attitude ascribed by the great 
epic poet of England, to the ** brightest cherubim 
at the footstool of the Omnipotent throne,”’ who 

‘¢ Approach not, but with both wings vail their eyes.” 
Yet, when possessed, when realized, he who 
would apply it to human affairs without reference 
to the atmosphere of modifying circumstances, 
only mars and betrays it. ise statesmanship 
consists in the judicious application of abstract 
truth to the imperfect and progressive conditions 
of humanity. It was this statesmanship that 
mede General Rusk a representative man. 

But his claim to our homage lies not alone in 
the pure and magnanimous victories of mind. His 
was a genial and gentle spirit. One of his last 
acts was to secure a few homely comforts to his 
aged mother, who yet lives upon her native soil 
in the Palmetto State. Of this, however, I need 
not speak; for how many homes in the land of his 
adoption have been relieved of want by the han 
of him now pillowed and covered up in his bed 
of tmperturbable slumber? Taken all in all, Gen- 
eral Rusk was one of the men who may be ever 
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